THE DIGRESSION TOWARD RELIGIOUS LIBERALISM

2 TIMOTHY 4:1-5
INTRODUCTION – If I asked you to describe your political views would you describe your self as a liberal or conservative? Someone who would describe themselves as liberal by the definition given to us in Webster’s would not look to a literal or strict interpretation of the constitution; loose; broadminded; not bound by orthodoxy or traditional views such as those held by our Founding Fathers.

If I asked you another question – Has our nation in your lifetime become more conservative or liberal?  Probably most would agree that we as a society are becoming more liberal.  A society does not become a Sodom or Gomorrah overnight but we now see things prevalent in our country today that did not exist or if they did they were not openly accepted 50-60 years ago I.E. – Divorce, homosexuality, abortion just to name a few.
The problem we face in the Lord’s church is that this same concept of liberalism which we will define as a loose interpretation of the word of God.  A permissive attitude and not seeing the need to hold fast or adhere to a standard as given to us by God thru his word is becoming rampant and people are now demanding changes in the work, worship and even to go as far as tampering with God’s plan for redeeming man – salvation. Paul warned Timothy that this would take place – 2 TIM. 4:1-5
The Hebrew writer warns his audience to hold fast and not let the things which they heard slip for if they do they will endanger their soul by drifting away – HEB. 2:1-3
WHAT MAKES A CHURCH BECOME LIBERAL? WHAT ARE THE STEPS THAT LEAD TO LIBERALISM?
I. NEGLECT OF GOD’S WORD
A. 2 TIM. 2:15 – A failure to study on a personal level. There is no interest in spiritual things from an individual standpoint. All we receive for spiritual nourishment is that which we are spoon fed. Are you diligent in your study of the word of God?  If not how will you know when some false concept is introduced.

B. 2 PET. 2:2 – We are to desire the sincere milk of the word.  What do we do when we are hungry? We satisfy our desire by eating something.  If we do not have the desire to partake of the spiritual nourishment provided for us in the word of God something is wrong.
C. ACTS 17:11 – The Bereans were fair minded and they made sure what Paul and Silas taught them was the truth. I.E. – I love to hear the noise of bible pages turning.

D. ISA. 55:8-9 – The ways of God are no longer important to us.

E. 1 CHRON. 15:2-3, 12-13 – Why did the anger of the Lord break out against Uzza? The ark was being moved improperly on a new cart drawn by oxen and when they stumbles Uzza reached out his hand to hold the ark. They failed to consult God’s word about the proper order in moving the ark.
F. MATT. 7:21-23 – Jesus teaches us many will depart from him because they did not have the proper concern for divine authority. 

G. HOSEA 4:6 – The prophet said the people of God were destroyed for lack of knowledge.  Is not history repeating itself today with the people of God?

H. ISA. 30:1 – What do we do when we act without authority from God’s word? We are acting in rebellion and adding sin to sin. We take counsel but not from God. We devise plans but not from God.
II. AVERSION TO STRAIGHT FORWARD PREACHING – Preference for softer- social gospel.  Generic sermons that could be preached in any church of men.
A. 2 TIM. 4:3-4 – Paul wrote to Timothy about the steps that lead to degeneration of the church. Men will no longer endure sound doctrine so they find preachers to preach it the way they want it to be preached. By doing so they turn aside to fables the doctrines, philosophies, and traditions of men.

B. ISA. 30:8-11 – Described those who did not want to hear the truth, but desired for smooth things to be spoken to them.  Brethren today do not yearn for the distinctive message of truth. If you remove the distinctive message of the gospel you remove its power to save.
C. JER. 5:30-31 – Not only do brethren not want the distinctive message of the gospel proclaimed they love to have it so. 

D. JER. 6:14 – Brethren want to hear what is right not what is wrong.

E. EZEK. 3:17-21 – The duty of the watchmen is to sound the warning.
F. MATT. 3:1-12 – Message of John – repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand; bear fruits worthy of repentance; he who is coming after me is mightier than I whose sandals I am not worthy to carry.

G. MATT. 23:13-29 – Jesus calls the Pharisees hypocrites and yet was speaking the truth in love – EPH. 4:15
H. ACTS 20:20 – We have the example of Paul who kept back nothing and preached both the goodness and severity of God.

III. INTEREST IN MATERIAL OVER THE SPIRITUAL – Steps toward apostasy are progressive – 1.) Lack of personal study 2.) Lose our love to hear the truth – I.E. – Church at Ephesus had left their first love – REV. 2:5 – Paul and Timothy had preached there yet they allowed their first love to grow cold. 3.) Lose sight of the spiritual mission of the church
A. JOSH. 7:21 – Example of Achan. I saw – I coveted – I took – I hid.  These steps taken by Achan always lead to apostasy. I.E. - David’s sin with Bathsheba.
B. REV. 3:14-19 – Trust in the material over the spiritual always leads to a false sense of confidence among the people of God.
C. JAMES 2:1-9 – When we become enamored by wealth, wisdom and appearance then spiritual matters and values are lost and we then begin to concentrate our focus on work-career-school brethren then lose sight of the spiritual mission of the church.

D. 1 PET. 2:4-5 – As Christians we are to be living stones a spiritual house a holy priesthood.  We are part of the spiritual body of Christ. 

E. 1 TIM. 3:15 – The church is to be a spiritual body that is the pillar and ground of the truth. It stands and supports the truth as well as proclaiming that which is truth.

F. ROM. 14:37 – Big emphasis in liberal churches today is the pursuit of the social gospel. Paul could not make it any clearer the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking it has a greater spiritual purpose.  What is emphasized today? Fellowship hall, Family Life Center, Recreational activities, blood drives, etc.
G. LUKE 19:10 – Did Jesus make his purpose for coming to earth clear? Jesus came to seek and save the lost.  He did not come to end disease, he did not come to wipe out hunger, he did not come to solve the problems of society or initiate political change. He came to save you and me because we are sinners. Note the teachings of Jesus. MATT. 16:24 – There is no profit to a man if he gains the whole world and loses his own soul.
H. 1 COR. 10:12 – “Therefore let him who thinks he stands, take heed  lest he fall.”  When we become overconfident about all we think we are doing for the Lord we need to exercise extreme caution.
CONCLUSION – 

Are we slouching toward apostasy?

Are we holding fast to sound doctrine?

We must hold fast and not let the things we have heard slip!
