THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW – 10

PHILIPPIANS 4:11-12
INTRODUCTION – There are many who would contend that we are raising a generation of young people who have no idea about contentment or how to obtain it in this life.  Why is that so?   Could it be that we as parents are failing to set the proper example for our children since we do not live a life before them that exemplifies that we are content? Our children need to look at us and see parents who have learned the secret of contentment and are willing to teach our children to be content.

How do define contentment? As a noun contentment is defined as satisfaction with what one has; as a verb it means to be sufficient, to have enough, to be satisfied. 

When our children look at our lives do they see just the opposite as they see us filled with worry and anxiety and lives filled with unrest.
The apostle Paul had learned the secret of contentment.  It is indeed a secret worth learning and teaching to our children and sadly it is something many professed Christians have failed to learn. The apostle Paul personified the definition of contentment.  Paul could face any situation whether it involved his having all the things he needed or nothing and it made no difference to Paul because his trust was always in Christ.

PHIL. 4:11-12 - Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 
If we truly walk with Christ and he lives in us then we can cope with anything this life may throw at us and still be content.

THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW ABOUT CONTENTMENT – 

I. TWO VIEWS OF CONTENTMENT – Negative things in which we should not be content (spiritual) and then positive things we need to learn to be content with (physical).
A. ROM. 6:1-2 – We should never be content to live in sin or disobedience to God.

B. REV. 3:14-17 – John warns us of the great spiritual danger that exists is being spiritually content. There is great danger to the church today if we become content with sitting down and doing nothing for the cause of Christ.  The church at Laodicea was lukewarm- indifferent – content.
C. PHIL. 3:12-14 – Have we become content with where we are spiritually speaking in our lives and have taken our foot off the gas and are just coasting. Paul reminds us to continue to put on love!

D. 2 COR. 12:7-10 – Look at the example of Paul – When he lived in prosperity he remained faithful to God and when he lived without his physical health he said that he took pleasure in his infirmities.  What do we do in the face of difficulties in our lives?

E. PHIL. 4:6-7 – Are we content or do we become anxious and fearful complaining and murmuring?

F. ROM. 8:31-39 – We need to remember God’s promise to us – if we are content to rely on God we will be more than conquerors thru Christ!

II. WHAT IS THE SECRET TO CONTENTMENT?
A. 1 TIM. 6:6-7 – We will never learn to be content on this earth if we never come to the realization that nothing of an earthly nature endures (lasts).
B. 2 COR. 4:16-18 – We can only attain contentment when we finally realize and make the distinction in our lives between things that are temporary and the things that are eternal.

C. ECCL. 1:8 – Man must come to the understanding that nothing of an earthly nature truly satisfies.  Why? Because we are made in the image of God and have a spiritual yearning that needs to be addressed.

D. HEB. 11:6 – Faith is the key to contentment.  I will never become content if I am not willing to submit to the wisdom of God.

E. ROM. 8:28 – I will never become content if I always question God and never have confidence in his loving providence.

F. 2 JN. 9 – The true secret to contentment is one actually having God in their life and we cannot have God in our life if we do not follow and abide in the doctrine of Christ. Do you have contentment in your life? Do you abide in the doctrine of Christ?

III. HOW CAN I LEARN TO BE CONTENT?
A. HEB. 12:11 – Contentment is a by product of discipline. Correction and discipline must be a learning process that guides us toward contentment.
B. HEB. 13:5 – In order to learn to be content I must eliminate covetousness, greed, and selfishness from my life. We must endeavor to eliminate the incessant need for more and be satisfied with the things we have.

C. 1 TIM. 6:8 – We learn to be content by acknowledging and thanking God for his abundant blessings he has granted to us. I.E. – Song - Count Your Many Blessings

D. 2 TIM. 1:12 – Contentment is a by product of our trust in God and believing he will provide.

E. PHIL. 4:13-19 – I.E. – Paul – Paul knew God is able to supply all our needs thru Christ.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you content? 

Are you teaching your children this valuable lesson?

Contentment comes by doing the will of the Lord.

