THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW – 11
COLOSSIANS 3:1-15

INTRODUCTION – As parents we strive to exhibit compassion, kindness, and forgiveness to our children.  It is very important to note that God expects every follower of Jesus to have these same basic attitudes and feelings toward others who are his disciples.  In his sermon on the mount, Jesus emphasized we need to change and conform our attitudes to conform to those which he possessed.  The attitudes we will examine today will affect not only our relationship with Jesus but it will affect our relationship with others.  

Paul by inspiration gives us a fundamental portrayal of the attitudes we need as a new man in Christ. The purpose of this lesson is for us to understand the importance of teaching our children the things they must know concerning compassion, kindness, and forgiveness.
READ TEXT – COL. 3:1-15 - If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 

12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful.
THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW – 

I. COMPASSION – Reflects the deepest of human feelings

A. PSA. 86:5 – Where would we be without the compassion of God.
B. PSA. 145:8 – Notice how God being slow to anger allows him to be gracious and full of compassion.

C. MATT. 9:36-38 – We see Jesus was moved with compassion on the multitudes.

D. MATT. 14:14 – True compassion will prompt us to action.

E. HEB. 4:15 – Jesus is touched by, feels compassion for, and is able to sympathize with our infirmities and weaknesses.  He was tempted just as we are yet without sin.

F. 1 PET. 3:8 – As children of God we need to have compassion for each other in physical and material circumstances.

G. GAL. 6:1-2 – As children of God we need to have compassion for each other in spiritual weaknesses.

H. MATT. 18:23-33 – Some who claim to be Christians tend to be hard nosed, uncaring, and without feeling for others.

I. 1 COR. 13:7 – Love as presented by Paul in his epistle to the Corinthians makes it plain that love “bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.”

II. KINDNESS – A Christian is a person who manifests a “kindly spirit.”
A. PROV. 19:22 – What does God desire in me? Why is this so important to God?  Because kindness brings forth other fruits such as honesty and integrity.

B. LUKE 6:35 – Kindness is enjoined on a Christian even to those who oppose them.  God is our example as he is kind and merciful to us even though we do not deserves his kindness.

C. TITUS 3:3-5 – Jesus has shown his kindness toward us and made salvation possible for us.
D. 1 COR. 13:4 – Kindness is part of the love we should practice as Christians.

E. GAL. 5:22 – Kindness is part of the fruit of the spirit that we need to bear.

F. COL. 3:12 – Kindness is part of the new man in Christ we are to put on.

G. 2 PET. 1:7 – Kindness is something every Christian needs to add to their faith. 

III. FORGIVENESS – The attitude of forgiveness is a must for every Christian.
A. EPH. 4:32 – We must be willing to forgive one another just as God forgave us.

B. COL. 3:13 – Forgiving is part of bearing with one another.

C. MATT. 6:12, 14-15 – This is an important principle regarding forgiveness.

D. 2 TIM. 4:16 – The example of Paul be willing to forgive his brethren who forsook him.
E. ACTS 7:59-60 – Example of Stephen

F. LUKE 23:34 – The example of Jesus.

G. EPH. 1:7 – It is only through Jesus we have forgiveness today.  So if we have forgiveness then we should manifest a forgiving spirit to truly show our appreciation for the sacrifice of Christ on our behalf.
CONCLUSION – 

Do you feel compassion?

Are you kind?

Do you have a forgiving spirit? 
