THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW – 13

HEBREWS 5:12-14
INTRODUCTION – We will continue our study today of things that our children must know.  We want to continue to make the point our children will only learn something if we have the knowledge and ability to teach them. In addition we must walk our talk so they see positive and consistent examples in us. A bible virtue that is very important in the life of our children is that of discernment.

The purpose of our lesson today is to learn the true value of discernment in the life of a child of God. 

TEXT – HEB. 5:12-14 - First let’s begin our study by defining our terms. 

Discernment – a distinguishing, a clear discrimination, judging; to see and identify by noting differences such as distinguishing good from evil, right from wrong, truth from error.  Many people seem to have problems in these areas today because they do not look to the same standard that we as children of God do – Bible.

The phrase “by reason of use” in our text means by reason of practice or habit. We must use the standard given to us by God in his word if we are to be able to discern properly. Obviously some of the Hebrews who were Christians had failed to make the proper choices so they could grow and mature.  For our spiritual welfare we need to learn to develop the habit of weighing matters by God’s standard.
This is not to say that we will not make mistakes in our discernment – JOB 32:9 – “Great men are not always wise nor do the aged always understand justice.” I.E.. – Moses and David.

THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW ABOUT DISCERNMENT:
I. GOOD AND EVIL – We must be able to distinguish between good and evil.

A. ISA. 5:20-21 – Some ways and things are good and some ways and things are evil. It is not up to us to determine but rather it is the business of God. Truth and right are facts presented in the bible.  We must change our mind to fit them (repentance – turn to God) rather than changing them to fit our way of thinking.
B. AMOS 5:14-15 – The bible plainly speaks of good and evil. The question is what will we seek out in our life?

C. PSA. 34:8-16 – Do we want the eyes of the Lord upon us and his ears open to our cries or do we desire to have the face of the Lord against us? Certainly we would choose the blessings of the Lord.

D. PSA. 37:23-24 – How can I be a good man?  Let the Lord order my steps and delight in his ways.  

E. PROV. 12:2 - If I delight in my ways, my thoughts, my wisdom, and my plans then I am the evil man described in the scriptures who will be condemned.
F. MATT. 7:17-18 – Jesus said in our lives we will either bear good fruit or evil fruit.  What kind of tree are you?  Do your children know where you stand with God? 

G. MATT. 12:35 – What is in your heart?  Do you possess a good or an evil heart? How do I know? HEB. 3:12 – An evil heart is full of unbelief and departs from the living God. 

H. 1 COR. 15:33 – Evil companions corrupts good morals- conduct – PROV. 13:20-21
I. 2 COR. 5:10 – Even judgment in eternity will be according to good and evil and how well we have discerned it in our lives.
II. BIBLICAL FAILURES IN DISCERNMENT – 

A. 1 SAM. 15:24 – King Saul failed to discern properly because he feared the people.  I.E. – Peer pressure

B. LUKE 12:16-21 – The foolish rich man did not make the proper discernment toward his earthly riches.  God said he was a fool because he did not choose to be rich toward God.

C. LUKE 10:38-42 – Martha was distracted with the cares of life and lost track of what was truly important. Do we allow the everyday distractions of life to cause us to lose focus in spiritual and eternal matters?

D. MATT. 23:23-25 – The Pharisees majored in the minors and did not discern the big picture.

E. JN. 8:3-11 – Those who brought the woman taken in adultery.  They demanded that she be stoned yet they did not bring the man.  They made a spectacle by setting her in the midst of the crowd not caring whom they hurt just so they could make their point. They beheld sin in another’s life but they could see no sin in their own life.  They were quick to point to the sin of another in an effort to feel better about their own. I.E. – Jesus discerned the matter properly by showing more concern for the woman’s future than her past
III. HOW DO WE MAKE WISE DISCERNMENT?
A. HEB. 11:24-25 – When we consider the choice of Moses we see that faith led Moses to make the right decision.

B. JN. 14:23 – Our love for God will allow us to keep his word and abide in him. We must teach our children to be lovers of God rather than lovers of the temporary pleasures of sin.

C. DEUT. 31:6 – Just as God promised Israel he promises his children today that if we will be strong and have courage that we do not need to be fearful because 
God will not forsake us.

D. PROV. 22:3 – We can only make wise choices if we are cautious. Remember what looks good may not be good, what appears to be sweet may be bitter. Investigate before you decide and see if we can find approval of God.
E. 1 THESS. 5:21-22 – We can only know what choices we should make when we test all things by the standard given to us by God – his word. Investigate and find out what has the approval of God.

CONCLUSION – 

Are you able to discern between good and evil? Use God’s standard not your own.

Throw out the evil and keep the good. Many problems arise due to a lack of discernment.
