THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW – 14
1 PETER 3:8-12
INTRODUCTION – Continuing our series of lesson on things our children must know let us begin this lesson with a series of questions. In you home do you prefer peace or discontent? At work do you prefer a peaceful work environment or one filled with tension and strife? In the church do you prefer peace and unity or division? In the world do we pray for peace or war and conflict? Read – TEXT – 1 PET. 3:8-12
Peace is the desire of all right thinking people. We also should be desirous of peace in the spiritual realm – ROM. 14:19 – Note peace is not something that occurs naturally it is something rather that must be pursued..

The purpose of our lesson today is to recognize the importance of teaching our children God’s principles concerning peace. I.E. – We must teach our children to get along with family – father-mother-brother-sister; get along with classmates at school-teacher-principal; get along with our coworkers etc.

THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW ABOUT PEACE – 

I. HOW THE WORD IS USED IN N.T. –

A. ACTS 24:1-3 – Tertullus praises Annias the high priest for the peace and tranquility of the nation. Peace is sometimes defined as cessation from war or conflict.

B. ACTS 9:31 – Peace is also used in reference to the cessation of persecution and strife against the church.

C. HEB. 12:14 – It is also defined as harmony between individuals. We are instructed to seek peace with all people. Does this assure peace at all times? 

D. ROM. 12:18 – We are instructed as children of God that if ti is possible and as much as it lies within you live peaceably with all men.

E. LUKE 11:21 – Peace also carries the meaning of safety and security.

F. LUKE 10:6 – Peace also comes in the form of a blessing or goodwill.

G. ROM. 5:1, 10 – Peace is also spoken of using the term reconciliation.  The making of peace between us as sinners and God.

H. ACTS 10:36 – The message brought by Peter to the house of Cornelius was the preaching of peace through Jesus Christ. It was the message of how the Gentiles could be reconciled to God.
I. ROM. 8:6 – Peace is the state of assurance and hope of one who has obeyed the Lord’s will.
J. ROM. 2:5-10 – Peace is the blessed state we will enjoy thru out eternity.

II. THINGS WHICH DESTROY PEACE – 

A. ANGER - Think of all the damage to peace caused by anger. When people are easily provoked anger is unleashed. Some have explosive tempers which can be ignited by a very small spark.

a. COL. 3:8 – Paul instructs his brethren to put off anger.

b. TITUS 1:7 - Qualifications of an elder include that he should not be easily provoked – quick tempered.

c. PROV. 15:1, 18 – We must learn to respond properly so we can be the good example for our children. Many times our anger is closely connected to being selfish and being determined to have our own way.

B. DESIRE FOR POWER AND PRESTIGE - PREEMINENCE
a. 3 JN. 9 – Some seek to be modern day - Diotrophes
b. COL. 1:18 – Only Christ is in the position of preeminence and problems arise when men refuse to submit to the headship of Christ.
c. MATT. 20:20-28 – Look at the problem that arose among the disciples as the result of this request. Jesus cleared up the matter by teaching them in order to be great in the kingdom of God they must be willing to serve – humility.

C. LUKE 15:17-21 – Self justification also presents problems for peace. When we desire to justify our actions and refuse to repent then we need to come to our senses like the prodigal son.
D. HOSEA 4:6 – Nothing destroys peace quicker than ignorance. A lack of knowledge has never built up any congregation but it has torn many of them apart. Peace in a congregation is based on a proper understanding of the bible. . When study is neglected ignorance prevails and peace is destroyed. Hopefully we can see the importance of training our children properly.

III. THINGS WHICH PROMOTE PEACE – 
A. EPH. 5:25 – Just as genuine love in the marriage relationship promotes peace so it is with the church. We need to have a genuine love for the Lord and his church. Do we love the church like Jesus did? Are we able to put self in the background and keep the welfare of the church in mind?

B. 1 TIM. 3:15 – To promote true peace with God the church must always stand fast and be the pillar and ground of the truth. 
C. PHIL. 2:3-4 – To promote peace we must be able to put others ahead of self. Do we have sincere interest in the souls of others? When discord prevails we are not only hindering the work of teaching the lost but we also discourage our brethren as well.

D. ROM. 12:19-21 – We promote peace if we can put aside our petty differences and not seeking revenge but leaving that up to the Lord.

E. LUKE 6:31 – We promote peace when we apply the golden rule. Do unto others as you would have them do to you. Do we give to others the same patience and understanding that we desire for ourselves?

CONCLUSION – 

Desire peace with all men.

Pursue peace – seek it diligently. 

Exhibit peace – so Christ and his church can be glorified.

