
THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW – 15
JOHN 17:14-16

INTRODUCTION – As parents we face many challenges raising our children.  Possibly one of the greatest challenges we face as parents who intend to raise their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord is that we live in the world but we are not to be of the world.  I.E. – Song – “This World Is Not My Home”

Many times our children will feel out of place whether they are at work or school.  They may come to you and express concern of their feelings.  They may feel like a square peg trying to fit in a round hole sometimes as they face situations in this world. We need to reassure them this is not uncommon because all who strive to live godly will feel these same pressures.  Notice what the apostle Paul wrote to young Timothy – 2 TIM. 3:12 – Paul wanted Timothy to know it was not just him but all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. Why? Because we will differ greatly in our values, standards, morals of the world and in this sense will be considered peculiar by the world.

The purpose of this lesson is to come to an understanding of what our children must know about the world.

THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW ABOUT THE WORLD – 

I. WHAT SHOULD OUR ATTITUDE BE TOWARD THE WORLD?
A. 2 COR. 6:17 – We are commanded to come out of the world and be separate from them.  Paul is letting the Christians at Corinth know it is ok to be different.

B. 2 TIM. 2:19 – We must be determined to not engage in the iniquity of the world.

C. COL. 1:13 – Our attitude should be one that expresses thanksgiving for being delivered from darkness.

D. JN. 15:19 – We need to listen to the words of Jesus spoken to his disciples.

E. 2 THESS. 2:14 – We must realize that we have been called by the gospel out of this world to serve and glorify Christ.

F. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – We are commanded to not love the world or the things in the world.  We might say we do not love the world but how do we view the things of the world? How important are they to us?
G. ROM. 12:1-2 - Do not be conformed to the world.  Do not allow the world to shape our values. I.E. – The value of mothers who devote their life to raising their children.
H. JAMES 1:27 – We need to try to keep ourselves unspotted from the world.

II. WILL WE BE ACCEPTED BY THE WORLD?
A. JN. 17:14 – No matter what you do some will not like you.  Did the world have a legitimate reason for hating the apostles of Christ?

B. JN. 15:18-19, 25 – Was it fair that the world hated Jesus? The world hates those who are not of the world and reject its standards.  So the world will hate us because we are not of this world.  If we were of this world the world would love us.

C. 2 THESS. 3:1-2 – Unreasonable and wicked people are always unfair.

D. 1 PET. 4:1-5 – The world thinks it is strange when they see that you no longer walk in their ways and so they begin to speak evil of you.
E. 1 PET. 4:14-16 – We must teach our children that it is OK if we suffer because we wear the name Christian and follow Christ.

III. WHAT EXAMPLE SHOULD WE SET FOR THE WORLD?
A. PROV. 18:24 – We must set an example that will help draw people out of the world.  One of the most important things we must reflect is friendliness.  We must show ourselves to be friendly.   Warmness draws people and coldness repels them. Friendliness should be a quality that every Christian possesses. 

B. PHIL. 2:3-4 – We must set the example of humility. It is the example given to us by Jesus. We must possess humility that will allow us to mix and mingle with all classes of people. We need to be unselfish and avoid being self centered.  The common people loved Jesus and were drawn to him as a result of these qualities in his life.

C. PHIL. 1:10 – WE need to be sincere, truthful, honest and genuine and most important of all be consistent. 

D. MATT. 7:12- Follow the golden rule in our dealings with others.

E. MATT. 5:14-16 – Let our light so shine!!!!

F. MARK 8:36 – By the life we live we should show that we realize the value of our soul and the value of the souls of others.

CONCLUSION – 

What is our attitude toward the world? Hopefully that we live in the world but we are not of the world!

By whom do we desire acceptance? The world or God

What type of example are we? For the world - for our children - for the church!

