THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW – 16

COLOSSIANS 4:5

INTRODUCTION – TEXT - As parents we face many great challenges in raising our children.  One of the greatest challenges we face is that of teaching our children to learn to use their time wisely. We need to teach our children that time is one of the most precious commodities given to us by God – EPH. 5:15-16. If we learn to use our time wisely we will never be guilty or accused of being lazy.

2 THESS. 3:6-13 – As Christians we should not be lazy but it seems that this had become a problem for some in the church at Thessalonica. No Christian is to be a sluggard or lazy man, or one who is guilty of being slothful.

The Hebrew word translated sluggard or lazy man is “acel” and it is only found in the book of Proverbs.  The root meaning is to be sluggish. By definition the lazy man is the one who lacks sense and does not make proper decisions.  This person cannot make up their mind to do what is needful and important. The purpose of our lesson is to understand the importance of teaching our children what the Bible instructs us about laziness.
THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW ABOUT LAZINESS – 
I. WHO IS GUILTY OF LAZINESS?
A. EPH. 4:28 – The one who wants something for nothing.

B. COL. 3:22-24 – The one who will work only when someone is watching over them.

C. PROV. 19:24 – Those who want to do nothing and desire to be spoon fed.  Is this true of us in a spiritual sense?

D. MATT. 25:24-26 – The one talent man did something. He buried and then unburied the talent, but he was still called lazy because even though he did something he had not been busy in the most significant activity.  Are we like him in that we are doing something, but what are we leaving undone?
E. PROV. 6:6-11 – The ant has no overseer yet is always working. Are we waiting for someone to tell us what to do? Many Christians today are waiting to be told by elders – preacher – church what they need to do.

II. WHAT ARE THE CAUSES OF LAZINESS?
A. PROV. 27:1 – Tomorrow always seems to provide a better opportunity than today. How many times do we say I will get that done tomorrow?

B. PROV. 26:14-16 – Lazy men never see the urgency of hard work and effort. Their idea is to let others do it. They are not able to stick with a task to its conclusion.

C. PROV. 14:23 – Those who insist on talking about getting the job done instead of doing it.  This results in a lack of productivity.

D. PROV. 22:13 – The lazy man will always find 101 reasons not to do something. EXCUSES – Too hot -  too cold – too dangerous – too costly.
E. PROV. 13:4 – The lazy man lacks diligence and will not work with any consistency so they rarely see anything through to completion. Be diligent stick with your task and you will get it accomplished.

III. WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF LAZINESS?
A. PROV. 24:30-34 – Everyone knows! It is self evident. Laziness cannot be hidden. I.E. – Give a child a task – cleaning room, taking out garbage, mowing yard. If they do not complete the task there is no way to hide it.

B. PROV. 19:15 – If we are lazy we are likely to suffer poverty and be in want.

C. ECCL. 10:18 – Leaving things undone eventually leads to their physical collapse. What about in the spiritual sense? Does this apply to us today?

D. EPH. 5:14-17 – We need to realize our condition and awake from it.

E. JAMES 1:22-25 – God gives us the prescription to battle laziness – be doers of the word. Do not allow our mind to be idle and become the devil’s workshop. We must be doers of the work – verse 23!

CONCLUSION – 

Avoid laziness!

Be self motivated and disciplined.

God will reward the work of his children.
