THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW – 6

1 CORINTHIANS 10:13

INTRODUCTION – As parents we realize that we as well as our children face the temptations of sin.  We are all subject to temptation as Paul indicates – 1 COR. 10:13 -  No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 
As long as we live in the flesh we will be waging war against the Tempter and that is why Paul gives the following instructions to the Christians at Ephesus – EPH. 6:10-17 – Paul told them they needed to put on the whole armor of God so they could stand against the wiles and attacks of the devil.

The purpose of this lesson is for us to understand the facts about this subject of temptation that are revealed in the Bible.

THINGS OUR CHILDREN MUST KNOW – TEMPTATION

I. WHAT APPROACH DOES SATAN USE? 

A. 1 JN. 2:16 – Satan always uses the same approach. He always makes his appeal to us in one of three ways – the lust of the eyes, the lust of the flesh and the pride of life. Let’s look at some examples

B. GEN. 3:1-6 – This is how Satan came at Eve.

C. 2 SAM. 11:1-17 – This is how Satan came at David.

D. MATT. 4:1-11 – This is how Satan came at Jesus.

E. JAMES 1:14 – Temptation comes to everyone the same way.  We are all tempted when we are drawn away of our own flesh. No accountable person escapes temptation. There are none who are not tempted.

II. WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE GIVE INTO TEMPTATION?
A. ECCL. 7:20 – We make the choice to sin.

B. ROM. 3:23 – All have sinned. So we all at one point decided to give into temptation.
C. ROM. 8:5-6 – Spiritual death is the result of choosing to yield to temptation.

D. JAMES 1:14-15 – What leads to spiritual death? Lust-Sin-Death – this is the cycle that leads to spiritual death.

E. EZEK. 18:20 – The soul that sins it shall die.  If we die in our sin then we are separated from God for all eternity.

F. ROM. 7:24-25 – Who can deliver us from the consequence of sin which is death? The only answer is Jesus Christ our Lord – he alone is the savior. 

G. 1 PET. 5:8 – Even after becoming Christians we must be on guard for the attacks of Satan.

III. HOW DO I RESIST TEMPTATION?
A. 1 COR. 10:13 – God is faithful to provide for us a way to escape but  we must look for it- seek it – find it.

B. 1 JN. 2:1 – Jesus commands us to resist temptation and to not sin.  I can resist and I can choose not to sin, but it is my choice only, no one can make it for me. We do not need to give credence to the notion that we cannot overcome temptation – Listen to God’s Word
C. JAMES 4:7 – God says the devil can be resisted.  If we resist him he is a coward and will flee.  The devil cannot make you do something!
D. 2 COR. 2:11 – We are not ignorant of the devices of the devil – he is the great deceiver.

E. GEN. 1:26 – As mankind we are created in the image of God.  That likeness is in the inner man – soul and spirit – What does this imply? That we possess intellect and the ability to reason, that we are free will beings and have the ability to choose, we also have the ability to discern right and wrong.

F. ECCL. 7:29 – We need to listen to Solomon’s words – God made man upright – our nature is not corrupt.

G. EPH. 3:4 – I am able to resist because I can read and understand what the will of God is. Then I just have to decide if I am going to comply with his will or not

H. MATT. 6:13 – I am able to resist temptations if I pray for God to deliver me as Jesus taught us to do.

I. Remember the scripture can help deliver us when we are tempted by Satan.
a. MATT. 4:4, 7, 10 – Example of Jesus

b. 1 PET. 2:21-22 – Jesus is our example in regard to facing temptation because his methods are tried and tested and have been proven to be successful – What was his secret to success? Knowledge of God’s word

c. PSA. 119:11- “Thy word have I hid in my heart that I might not sin against thee” Is God’s word stored in your heart? If not then you are fighting a losing battle against Satan.

d. JN. 8:31-32 – Do we continue in his word? Continuing in his words allows us to know the truth that will set us free – free from what? SIN!

e. PROV. 2:1-6 – We gain wisdom when we study the word of God.

f. 1 COR. 11:23-26 – If we remember Jesus we can be delivered.  Remember him at the Last Supper – Gethsemane – Trail – Cross – Burial – Resurrection – Ascension.

g. 2 TIM. 2:22 – Sometimes in order to resist we just have to remember the scriptures tell us to flee.  We need to flee if we are with the wrong people, at the wrong place, at the wrong time – David – 2 SAM. 11:1-2 - It happened in the spring of the year, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the people of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David remained at Jerusalem. 2 Then it happened one evening that David arose from his bed and walked on the roof of the king's house. And from the roof he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was very beautiful to behold. Joseph fled from Potiphar’s wife.  Much of our trouble comes because we do not learn to break of associations, activities, and entertainments that give rise to temptations.
CONCLUSION – 1.) We are all tempted. 2.) Temptation does not have to result in sin. 3.) We must face temptation and resist it.
