THINGS THAT MUST BE DONE

1 JOHN 4:21-5:1-3
INTRODUCTION – We realize in our lives there are many things that must be done in order to sustain life.  We must drink water/fluids, we must eat, and we must rest. If we eliminate any of these things that are absolutely necessary and must be done we will die.

There are many commands in the Bible that do not have specific application to all of us such as – EPH. 5:25 - Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her – This command is obviously to husbands so it does not include men who are not married or females.  This is something the husband must do!

There are commands however that that tell us things we all must do if we desire to go to heaven such as is found in our text - 1 JN. 4:21 - And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother also. 5:1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.
THINGS THAT MUST BE DONE – 

I. EXAMPLE OF JESUS – There were many things in the life of Jesus that he did not have an option (things he must do) if he was to please the Father.

A. LUKE 2:49 – At an early age Jesus recognized the responsibility of things he must do. He told his parents he must be about his Father’s business. We are children of God do we realize the responsibility we have to be about our Father’s business?  Is it something we think we must do?

B. LUKE 4:43 – Jesus understood he was sent to seek and save the lost so he realized he must preach about the kingdom of God. 

C. MARK 8:31 – Jesus realized he must suffer many things, but he was willing to do so for you and me. 

D. LUKE 24:44-48 – Jesus realized that all things written in the Law and the prophets concerning him must be fulfilled even his death/burial/resurrection.

II. SALVATION – In order for us to go to heaven there are certain things we must understand and be willing to do.
A. ACTS 4:12 – If we are to be saved it must be in the name of Jesus. His is the only name that provides salvation.

B. JN. 3:1-7 – We must be born again. How does this take place?

C. ACTS 2:36-38 – Those gathered at Pentecost who heard the gospel preached asked the pointed question, “What shall we do?”
D. ACTS 10:5-6, 48 – Peter was to tell Cornelius what he must do! Not an option!!

E. ACTS 16:30-33 – Philippians jailer asked the question, “what must I do to be saved? Note the response of Paul and Silas. 
F. ACTS 9:6, 22:10, 16 – Saul told to go into city of Damascus and it would be told him what he must do. Paul’s gives his account of what happened in chapter 22.

G. 2 TIM. 3:13-14 – You must also continue in the things you have learned from the scriptures that make us wise about the salvation that is in Christ Jesus.

III. AS A SERVANT OF THE LORD – 

A. ACTS 14:22 – As a servant of the Lord we must overcome tribulation.

B. 2 TIM. 2:3 – We must be able to endure hardship just like a good soldier.

C. HEB. 2:1 – We must give heed to the things we have heard from the word of God or we will drift. Buy the truth and sell it not – PROV. 23:23
D. JN. 4:24 – “Must worship” in spirit and truth. Do you see worship to God as an option?

E. COL. 3:13 – We must forgive. Holding a grudge is not an option.  Just as Christ forgives us we must forgive others.

F. 2 TIM. 2:24 – Look at the must do list Paul gave Timothy.

G. HEB. 4:13 – As a servant of the Lord we must give an account. Nothing we do is hidden from our God.

H. 2 COR. 5:10 – We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.  This is one appointment we will not be able to cancel or reschedule.

CONCLUSION – 

When God tells us we must do something we better sit up and take notice.

Must is not an option.

Have you obeyed the things you must do to be pleasing to God? HEB. 11:6
We must stand before God and give an account, are you ready?
If not respond to the invitation today!
