WISDOM REVEALED – PRIDE
PROVERBS 16:18
INTRODUCTION – The value of Proverbs can never be overstated as it provides us wisdom from God.   This wisdom revealed by God is able to guide us in every realm of life.   It is our purpose in our lesson today to study the revealed wisdom of God given to us in the book of Proverbs as it relates to pride.  We know that pride is a problem for man when it comes to sin – 1 JN. 2:15-16 - Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world.
PRIDE:
I. HOW DOES GOD FEEL ABOUT PRIDE?
A. PROV. 6:16-17 – What is the first thing listed as something God hates?  Pride

B. PROV. 8:13 – Why does God hate pride?  Because pride and arrogance are regarded by God as evil.

C. PROV. 21:4 – A proud heart is sinful.  God is warning us!
D. PROV. 15:25 – What will God do to the proud?   They will not go unpunished.  In fact they will be destroyed!!!

E. PROV. 16:25 – Pride may seem to be the right way by the standards of the world, but the end result of pride is death.

II. WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF PRIDE?
A. PROV. 13:10, 28:25 – Pride will lead to contention and strife. 
B. PROV. 27:1-2 – Boasting is one result of pride.  If you are good at what you do others will recognize that fact.  You do not need to toot your own horn.

C. PROV. 11:2, 25:6-7 – If we display pride it can bring us shame.
D. PROV. 30:12-13 – That we have an inflated view of our own self worth and we also have a false view of our standing with God.

E. PROV. 3:34 – God gives grace to the humble.  So if we have a problem with pride God’s grace is withheld from us.  Do we really want the grace if /God withheld from our lives?

III. NEW TESTAMENT TEACHING CONCERNING PRIDE – 
A. MARK 7:21-23 – Jesus teaches us that pride is one of the things that comes out of the heart and defiles the man.

B. ROM. 1:28-32 – Paul taught that pride is one of the things which God says that those who practice such things are worthy of death.
C. 1 COR. 10:12 – Paul warns the Christians at Corinth that to be careful in regard to foolish pride.  Do not become arrogant proud or puffed up.

D. 2 TIM. 3:1-5 – Paul instructs Timothy to turn away from people who are boasters and full of pride.  

E. MATT. 23:11-12 – To be a faithful servant of God, and recognized by God we need humility not pride in our lives.

F. JAMES 4:6, 10 – God resists the proud, gives grace to the humble.   If we humble ourselves in the sight of the Lord he will lift us up.  We will be rewarded!!!

CONCLUSION – 

Pride is a problem we all face.

The question is how do we confront this problem.

Do we esteem ourselves too highly?

The wise man says we need to exercise humility.

How are we doing?

