WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 10

JAMES 2:14-26
INTRODUCTION – As we began a study of James chapter 2 we saw that James was dealing with inconsistencies in the lives of brethren.  James points out that it is inconsistent to show partiality or respect of persons and to embrace Jesus Christ as our Lord.  Then we studied that there will be a day of judgment, and since judgment is inevitable we need to clear up the inconsistencies in our lives as we will desire the mercy of God and then we need to extend mercy to others.  

The next subject addressed by James is our faith

The purpose of this lesson is to examine what the Bible (and James in particular) teaches about faith.  Faith is an essential element in our life as Christians.  This is an undeniable fact.  Listen to what the scriptures say:

HEB. 11:6 – Without faith it is impossible to please God.  But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
 EPH. 2:8 – The Christian is saved by faith - For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 

2 COR. 5:7 – The Christian is to walk by faith - For we walk by faith, not by sight.
ROM. 14:23 – Whatever we do apart from faith is sin - But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin. 

DIFFERENT TYPES OF FAITH – James discusses three types of faith in our context.

I. DEAD FAITH – Involves the intellect alone.
A. JAMES 2:14-17 – This kind of faith substitutes words for deeds.  James is warning that people with this kind of faith know the correct vocabulary for prayer, they know and can distinguish sound doctrine, they can even quote the right verse from the Bible to teach truth, but there walk does not measure up to their talk.   They have an intellectual faith, but they have never really placed their trust in God and his Son – Jesus for their salvation.   Their words do not back up their works.

B. JAMES 2:17, 20, 26 – Can this type of faith save us? No, three times in this passage James by inspiration of the Holy Spirit boldly declares that faith without works is dead.  I.E. – If you repeat something three times to someone it is because you want to be sure they understand the importance understanding the message.
C. 1 JN. 2:3-5 – Dead faith does not obey and therefore does not truly love.  We can say we “know him”  we can say we believe, but if we do not express our faith thru love and obedience we are liars.

D. Note what man says – Compare this to what (James) the brother of the Lord said.
a. Baptist Manual – “…that is (justification) is bestowed not in consideration of any works of righteousness which we have done but solely through faith.”
b. Methodist Disciplines – “Wherefore that we are justified by “faith only” is a most wholesome doctrine and full of comfort.”
II. DEMONIC FAITH – Involves the intellect and the emotions.
A. JAMES 2:18-19 – James reminds us that even the demons believe and tremble.   Intellect plus emotion.  No atheists among the demons.
B. MARK 3:10-12 – The demons believe in the deity of Christ and they even acknowledge it.

C. MATT. 8:28-31- They also believed in a place of condemnation and that Jesus was the judge.
D. Can this kind of faith save?  No

a. JAMES 2:18 – Saving faith can be seen and recognized.  Saving faith means we must have a changed life. Being a Christian involves trusting Christ and living for Christ.

III. LIVING FAITH – James now discusses the type of faith that will save us.  A dynamic living faith involves the whole man.  
A. ROM. 10:17 – Faith is based on the word of God. Dead faith touches only the intellect of man. While demonic faith involves both the mind and our emotions.  Living faith includes the intellect, our emotions and the will. 

B. JAMES 2:22 – Faith that is perfected made whole or complete is done so by works.

C. JAMES 2:24 – Man is only justified when faith and works are combined.  We cannot be justified by faith only.  

D. JAMES 2:21-24 – The example of Abraham.  HEB. 11:8-10, 17-19 – Abraham demonstrated his saving faith by his works
E. JAMES 2:25-26 – The example of Rahab.  HEB. 11:31 - You could not find two people who were more different.  Abraham was the father of the Jews, while Rahab was a Gentile.  Abraham was a godly man while Rahab had been a sinful woman – harlot.  Abraham was the friend of God and Rahab belonged to the enemies of God.   What did they have in common?  Both Abraham and Rahab exercised saving faith.   They both demonstrated their faith by their works.

F. GAL. 5:6 – What is important to God?  Is it whether I am a Jew or Gentile?  NO, it is faith that is working thru love!!!

CONCLUSION – 

Saving faith leads to action.

It is not intellectual contemplation.

It is not emotionalism.

It is that which leads to obedience in doing good works.
