WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 13

JAMES 3:13-17

INTRODUCTION – As we continue a study of James chapter 3 we will examine the wisdom of God concerning wisdom.  James speaks of two types of wisdom in this section of his epistle; the wisdom that is earthly and the wisdom that is from above.
Let’s open our bibles and listen to what the scriptures say about the subject of wisdom.

JAMES AND WISDOM – 

I. WHO IS WISE? 

A. MATT. 7:24-27 – Jesus gives us the information that we need so we are able to discern between one who is wise and foolish.
B. JAMES 1:19 – James teaches us in order to be wise we need to learn to be good listeners.

C. MATT. 25:1-12 – Jesus teaches us in a parable that the one who is prepared is wise.

D. 2 TIM. 3:15 – The one who knows and relies on the scriptures is wise.

E. EPH. 5:15-17 – Paul instructs the brethren at Ephesus if they desire to be wise then walk carefully, use their time wisely and strive to understand the will of the Lord.

F. LUKE 6:46 – We are wise if we call Jesus Lord and then will obey him.

II. EARTHLY WISDOM – 

A. PROV. 12:15 – Since man is often self seeking his thoughts are always right in his own eyes.

B. PROV. 14:12 – If we allow human wisdom to be our guide then you will follow what seems right to you and I will follow what seems right to me.   Everybody will do their own thing instead of doing the will of God.

C. JUDGES 17:6 – In the period when Israel did not have a king God provided judges for his people because they were doing what was right in their own eyes.

D. GAL. 2:11-13 – Paul used earthly wisdom in order to protect his image among the Jews.  His self seeking attitude was a poor example.  It was one of hypocrisy.

E. ACTS 5:1-4 – Example of earthly wisdom exhibited by Ananaias and Sapphira.

III. GODLY WISDOM – 

A. PROV. 2:6 – Solomon acknowledges that God is the source of wisdom.  Wisdom, knowledge and understanding come from his mouth.
B. PROV. 4:7 – We need to understand the urgency of obtaining the wisdom of God. Is reading the word of God important to me? Is studying? Is understanding? What importance do we place on wisdom?

C. PROV. 9:10 – The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  We cannot possess true wisdom and ignore God.

D. 1 TIM. 1:17 – Do we truly have the view that God alone is wise? God is the source of true wisdom.  Do we think we are just as smart as him?
E. JAMES 1:5 – Wisdom is something we can request from God but this means we must first come to the realization. That God is the true source of wisdom.
CONCLUSION -  

How wise are you?

What kind of wisdom you possess?

Let us be content with Godly wisdom.
Are you a Christian?

Why not become one?  

