WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 14

JAMES 4:1-3

INTRODUCTION – As we continue a study of James in chapter 4 we will examine the wisdom of God concerning prayer and why prayers are sometimes unanswered. 

James desires for us to understand that prayer is effective.   Prayer can be a positive and important part of the life of a Christian – JAMES 5:16.

Jesus taught his disciples how to pray – MATT. 7:7 - and it seems that James is trying to correct the attitude of his brethren toward prayer.

Let’s open our bibles and listen to what the scriptures say about the subject of prayer in the inspired epistle from James.

JAMES AND PRAYER – Why were their prayers going unanswered?

I. DID NOT ASK – 

A. JAMES 4:2 – The prayers of the brethren were unanswered because they were not asking.  God requires us to ask in order to obtain.  Some brethren may have intended to ask but never did.  Are we like that today that we intend to ask God but never get around to actually doing it.
B. JOSHUA 9:14 – Notice what happened to the people of God in the OT when they did not inquire of the Lord.  They relied on their own self sufficiency and took matters into their own hands. 

C. LUKE 11:1 – Some do not ask because they do not know how to pray. We learn to talk to and meet new people and they become our friends and we get comfortable to converse with them.   It should be the sane way with God.   Learn to talk to God – let him know what is on your heart and mind.

D. JOB 21:15 – Some do not ask because of a lack of faith.

E. HEB. 4:16 – Many do not ask because they lack the boldness or confidence to approach God’s throne of grace.

II. ASKED AMISS – 

A. JAMES 4:3 – Some who ask, ask amiss. Why is this the case? Often times it is because we are selfishness. We ask for things to consume on our own lusts.

B. MATT. 6:5-8 – We need to make sure our motives for prayer are pure.

C. LUKE 18:9-14 – We ask amiss if we have a self righteous attitude. Prayer with this type of attitude is rejected by God.

D. JN. 15:7 – Notice Jesus gives us 2 conditions in order for our prayer to be answered.  If we do not meet these conditions then our prayers are amiss.
E. 1 JN. 5:14 – We ask amiss if we do not consider the will of God.

III. LACK OF RIGHTEOUSNESS – This character flaw can impede our prayer life.

A. 1 PET. 3:12 – If we lack righteousness in our lives God will not hear us, but note the benefits if we are righteous.

B. JAMES 5:16 – The prayer of a righteous man avails much.  So if I am lacking righteousness what happens to the effectiveness of my prayers?

C. MARK 11:25-26 – In our prayers we desire to seek forgiveness, but if we do not forgive others our prayers will not be answered.

D. JN. 9:31 – We must be willing to do his will and this allows Him to hear our prayers.

E. 1 JN. 3:22 – Receiving what we asked is based upon our keeping his commandments.  
F. GEN. 18:23-32 – Why did God consider the request of Abraham regarding Sodom?   Because Abraham was a righteous man and one who sought to please God as he lived by faith.

CONCLUSION – 

How is our prayer life?

Do we ask?

Do we ask amiss?

Are we living a life that depicts righteousness?
