WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 16

JAMES 4:6-10

INTRODUCTION – As we continue our study of James in chapter 4 we will see that James addresses these brethren and reminds them of how God views those who have problems with pride and how he extends his favor to those who remain humble.

We cannot submit to God and draw near to him or resist the devil without being willing to humble ourselves.

Do we have a problem with pride? Are we to proud to admit we have a problem in this area?  Obviously James knew that some brethren were struggling with these problems caused by pride. The evidence in their lives was that they were not practicing the humility needed to be able to truly draw near to God. The purpose of this lesson is to look at what the Bible says about humility and pride.

Let’s open our bibles and listen to what the scriptures say about this subject in the inspired epistle from James.  

HUMILITY VS. PRIDE:

I. THE EXAMPLE OF HUMILITY – We need humility to draw near to God.  The greatest example of humility is Jesus.

A. PHIL. 2:5-8 – Jesus humbled himself to the death of the cross.

B. HEB. 4:15 – Jesus was humble enough to suffer as a man.

C. 2 COR. 8:9 – Jesus did not allow his riches to become a source of pride, which is often a problem with many today.   Rich and proud of it and want everyone to know it.
D. LUKE 15:1-2 – Men often become proud of their righteousness.   Look down their noses at other people who are less fortunate.  They possess a holier than thou attitude.  This was never the case with Jesus.  If we are humble we will not look down on others but rather we will have compassion and realize if it were not for the grace of God we might very well be in their position.

E. JN. 8:28 – Men take great pride in their knowledge but Jesus said he did not know any thing of himself.  He always gave the credit, glory and honor to God.

F. 1 PET. 2:21 – Jesus is the example we need to follow in all things.

II. GOD RESISTS THE PROUD  - 
A. 1 PET. 5:5-6 – God resists the proud.   This is a very direct statement of fact.  There are no exceptions.

B. PROV. 6:16-17, 21:4 – Pride is sin and God hates sin.   Pride is a sin that blocks our way back to God.  It sets up a type road block between us and God.

C. ROM. 12:3 – Paul warns the Christians about the dangers of pride. 

D. 1 COR. 8:1 – What causes pride?  Knowledge can cause a problem with pride.

E. 1 TIM. 6:17 – Riches can result in pride

F. LUKE 18:9-14 – How do I know if I have a problem with pride? Look at the Pharisee and see some of the characteristics he displayed – boasting – self acclaim – self righteousness. 
III. BE SUBJECT TO GOD – 

A. HEB. 10:22 – How do we show we are in subjection to God?  We must draw near to God with a true heart.  A pure heart that is willing to obey truth.

B. HEB. 11:8, 17 – How did Abraham show he was subject to God?  

C. JAMES 4:7 – In order to be in subjection to God we must resist the devil. We must strive to find the way of escape when we are tempted by Satan since the devil walks about as a roaring lion and seeks to devour us.
D. 1 TIM. 6:11-12 – If we are to be subject to God and draw near to him we must pursue righteousness and fight the good fight of faith.

E. 1 PET. 1:22 – In order for our souls to be purified we must obey the truth.  We must be born again through the word of God.

CONCLUSION – 

Are we subject to God? Alien sinner – ROM. 6:1-4; erring brethren – ACTS 8:20-22
Do we exemplify pride or humility in our life?

Remember God resists the proud but exalts the humble!!!
