WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 18

JAMES 4:17

INTRODUCTION – As we continue our study of James in chapter 4 we will see that James reveals the problems these Christians faced in regard to sin.  When we think of sin what are some of the first thoughts that come tour mind?.  That sin is the transgression of the law – 1 JN. 3:4 - Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. and things such as adultery, lying, stealing are things we should not be involved with. 

James addresses sins of omission.  These sins are often viewed as second rate sins and they would include such things as neglecting prayer, failing to study, failing to teach the lost, failing to visit the sick.  Things we just basically leave undone that we know we should be doing!!!  We must guard our thinking so we do not begin to neglect the things that we know are good and right to do – sins of omission and just concentrate on the sins of commission.   Sin is sin in the eyes of God and both will condemn us and cause us to lose our souls.
The purpose of our study today is to come to a better understanding of the sins of omission spoken of by James. Let’s open our bibles and listen to what the scriptures say about this important subject.

JAMES AND SIN:

I. KNOWING TO DO GOOD – We might tend to view sins of omission as second rate sins, but in actuality if we know to do good and refuse to do it in some ways it is actually worse.
A. LUKE 12:47-48 – We have a great responsibility to fulfill as the people of God.

B. JN. 13:12-17 – Jesus taught his disciples this lesson about humility.  It was not enough for them to just know it was good to display humility.  Jesus states emphatically you must do them.  The problem we also face today is not become complacent with our knowledge.

C. MATT. 19:16-21 – The young man ask a question for the ages, “:what do I still lack?”  What had he omitted?  The only thing left to do was follow Jesus.  What about you and me, what do we lack?  We might not be involved in the sins listed by Jesus but do we truly follow him.
D. MATT. 7:21-23 – For something to be good it must be authorized, otherwise it is iniquity.

II. SINS OF OMISSION – When we look in the scriptures we can see sins of omission illustrated.

A. MATT. 25:1-13 – Look at the example of the foolish virgins and the little they had left undone.  What was the end result of their neglect?  The door was shut!!!

B. MATT. 25:24-28 – Why was the one talent man viewed as wicked and condemned.  It was because he had left things undone.  He refused to use the ability he had to serve the Lord.  What about us?  Do we neglect to use the ability we have to serve the Lord?

C. MATT. 25:41-46 – Why did those on the left perish?  They stood in condemnation because they had left things undone.   We need to live our lives in such a way that we will have no regrets.

D. LUKE 10:25-37 – Did the priest and Levite know what the good thing to do was in this situation?  The answer is yes they knew they should show mercy and compassion as they were instructed in the law.   Look at what they left undone.   We need to compare our lives as a Christian and see if there are things we are leaving undone.  What are we neglecting to do?

E. MATT. 7:24-27 – We should not be like the foolish builders who heard the word and knew what to do but they were guilty of not doing it.

III. KNOWING GOOD AND DOING IT – 

A. MATT. 7:17 – As a Christian I am a good tree so I must bear fruit through out my life..

B. GAL. 6:10 – We must not grow weary in well doing.  As we get older in life we tend to think in terms of retirement.

C. JN. 14:15 – The first and great commandment is to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul and mind.  I know it is good to love Jesus but how do I express that love?  I must be willing to obey him – Jesus is the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him.
D. 1 THESS. 5:21 – Once I know something is good and proven to be so by the word of God then I need to hold fast to it.  Why is it so important to not only know what is good but to do it? 

E. REV. 22:14 - Because only those who know to do good and actually do it will be blessed.

CONCLUSION – 

Sin is a big problem in our lives.

Sin separates us from God.

Gospel – Good news

If you know what is good then just do it!!!

