WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 2
JAMES 1:2-4, 12

INTRODUCTION – James reveals to us the wisdom of God concerning how we are to live as Christians and be pleasing to God.  The Holy Spirit does not sugar coat what we will face in this life.

Some come to the conclusion that if they become Christians that everything in their life from that point on will be smooth sailing.   Is that the wisdom the word of God reveals to us.  Read Text

James is trying to prepare us for the temptations and trials we will face as the children of God.   We are God’s children but we are not exempt from trials – 2 TIM. 3:12 - Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. 
James is trying to instruct us to have the proper attitude toward trials (count it all joy) so we will be able to endure.  Trials test our faith and if we pass the test we become stronger (positive) as a result of what we would normally view as something negative (trials).
The purpose of this lesson is to look at the trails we can face in this life and how we can overcome them as the people of God.

TRIALS AND ENDURANCE:

I. TRIALS CHRISTIANS MAY HAVE TO ENCOUNTER – How will we do?
A. RICHES – 

1. LUKE 12:16-21 – The rich young ruler was foolish in regard to his riches (negative example).  Where was all his trust?
2. 2 COR. 8:1-5 – The positive example of the brethren in Macedonia.   In their poverty they gave liberally.  Where was their trust?
B. WORLDLY PLEASURES – 

1. HEB. 11:24-26 – Moses – Positive example of how to handle this situation.

2. 2 TIM. 4:9-10 – Negative example of Demas

C. PERSECUTION – 

1. MATT. 5:10-12 – Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake.  There is a great reward awaiting you in heaven.  Positive example.

2.  MATT. 13:21 – Negative example – Endures only for a little while.

D. TEMPTATION – 

1. JAMES 1:12-15 – Temptation may lead to joy and a crown of life
2. 1 COR. 10:12-13 – Temptation can also lead to a fall.
II. ENDURANCE – In James 1:3-4 we find that the trying of one’s faith works patience.  The word translated patience in these verses is the same word in the original language translated endureth. Failure to endure was just as big a problem in the first century as it is now.  James wants us to understand that the real blessings in this life go to those who endure.
A. IS ENDURANCE ESSENTIAL TO OUR SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT?
1. JAMES 5:11 – The example of Job.
2. 2 PET. 1: 9 – We can be lacking the very things we need to be adding to our faith.  How do we develop endurance?  I.E. – Physical/ spiritual  

3. 1 PET. 2:2- To develop endurance we must desire the proper food which is the word of God.

4. 2 TIM. 2:15 – We must read, study, and absorb the truth and make the proper applications of truth in our life in order to be able to endure.
5. 1 COR. 15:58 – Be steadfast, be diligent, be consistent in doing the work of the Lord.  God does not expect me to get everything done today but he does expect me to do something each and every day to build up his kingdom. Are we consistently improving our spiritual man.  I.E. – A person does not get ready to run a marathon on one day but they consistently train to be prepared.  

B. BLESSINGS OF ENDURANCE – What will be the reward for possessing spiritual endurance?
1. JAMES 1:12 – The crown of life. Who is it promised to? Do you ever stop and think about receiving a crown of life with all of the faithful in the end?

2. 1 PET. 4:12-16 – The glory of God rests upon one who is reproached for being a Christian and endures.

3. HEB. 12:3-7 – The Hebrew writer is encouraging us to endure (not quit) and when chastening comes to realize that we are blessed and God is dealing with us as his children.   I.E. A father chastens his children only because he loves them and desires what is best for them.

4. MATT. 10:22 – Note the language used by Jesus in instructing his apostles as he sent them out on the limited commission.   The end result of endurance is salvation.  Do you want to be saved?  You must endure!!!

5. REV. 2:10 – Endurance was required of the apostles but it is also required of you and me.   “Be faithful until death and I will give you the crown of life.”

CONCLUSION – 

This is a message of hope.  

We will face trials but we can overcome them.

We must place our trust in God and endure.

Where is your trust?
