WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 3

JAMES 1:12-15

INTRODUCTION – James reveals to us the wisdom of God concerning how we are to live as Christians and be pleasing to God.  The Holy Spirit does not sugar coat what we will face in this life.  Just as we face trials we will also face temptations

Some come to the conclusion that if they become Christians that everything in their life from that point on will be smooth sailing.   Is that the wisdom the word of God reveals to us.  Read Text
James is trying to prepare us for the temptations we will face as the children of God.   We are God’s children but we are not exempt as temptation comes to both saint and sinner alike. The aim of every Christian should be to go to heaven.  The end product of temptation sin and death will keep us out

The purpose of this lesson is to help us understand the all important bible subject of temptation.

What is temptation? The word is sometimes used to refer to trials – JAMES 1:2.  Temptation usually refers to an enticement or inducement to do evil as it does in our text – JAMES 1:14-15
It has been said by someone that as the engineer tests a bridge in hope it will stand the stress and strain (as God tests man), so the invading army tests the same bridge with the hope it will fall (this is how man is tempted by Satan)

TEMPTATION:
I. WHAT ARE THE DANGERS?
A. JAMES 1:14-15 – How is temptation dangerous?  It is the thing which leads to sin and then sin leads to death.  Sin separates us from God.  We cannot have fellowship with God and continue to live in sin.  Death in our sins separates us from god for eternity.
B. MATT. 4:1 – Temptation in and of itself is not sin.   Jesus was tempted and we know that he was without sin.   Yielding to temptation is sin. There is no environment where we can be free from temptation and temptation even comes if we are alone.  We are certain that in our lives temptations will come to us.
C. EPH. 6:10-13 – Paul is instructing Christians to be strong in the Lord and then tells us how to go about doing so. We must put on the whole armor of God. We are deceived (devil) into thinking we can stand on our own or we can stand without putting on the whole armor of God.

D. MATT. 4:3-11 – The danger of not knowing how to respond to temptation.   Jesus responded to temptation properly because he knew the will of God as revealed in his word.
E. 1 COR. 10:13 – There is always the danger of not looking for the avenue of escape.  
II. WHAT ARE THE SOURCES?
A. JAMES 1:13 – It does not come from God.
B. JAMES 1:14 – It comes from the devil and works on us from within.  I.E. – MATT. 4:3
C. 1 JN. 2:15-17 – There are three avenues thru which we are tempted.

D. GEN. 3:1-6 – Example of how temptations confronted Eve and who was the source of these temptations.   These things in regard to temptation have remained constant since the very beginning.

E. 1 COR. 15:33 – Temptation can come from other sources also.  It can come from without as well as within – I.E. – Friends

III. CAN WE OVERCOME?
A. MATT. 26:36-41 – Yes, but we must exercise caution. What were the results when the apostles did not watch and pray?  They failed miserably.  They all forsook the Lord. We can overcome if we watch and pray!!!

B. JAMES 4:7 – In order to resist the devil we must first submit to God.  So we can overcome by submitting to the will of God.

C. ROM. 12:21 – We can overcome evil with good.  We must have a strong determination to do what is right.
D. 2 TIM. 2:22 – Note that Paul urged Timothy to flee.  We can overcome temptation sometimes by just fleeing. (I.E. – Joseph and Potiphar’s wife) and then what to pursue.  Sometimes we overcome by pursuing the things that are right!!!

E. 1 COR. 9:27 – I.E. – The apostle Paul decided to exercise self control so he would not be disqualified by giving in to temptation.  He did not preach one thing and practice another. Paul was able to overcome and we can also.
F. JAMES 1:12 – Can we overcome?   Yes, and those who do overcome are blessed.  
CONCLUSION – 

Temptation is dangerous.

The source of temptation is the devil.

The choice is up to us. 

We can overcome temptation if we are willing to listen to God.
