WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 5
JAMES 1:21-25

INTRODUCTION – In his epistle James expresses to Christians the importance of the word of God.   James emphasizes its power, and that we should not only hear it but seek to do it.   Is the word of God important?  TEXT
How does the world view the word of God?  Antiquated book not applicable to the world we live in today.   Even those who claim to be religious say that it teaches some good lessons but they have do not solely rely on it as a guide for their lives.   They really do not believe it is inspired and the source of all authority.

THE WORD OF GOD:

I. ENGRAFTED – 

A. ROM. 1:16 – The gospel has the power of God to save us.   How? The word contains the good news and shares how we can be saved thru Christ and his sacrifice.

B. JN. 17:17 – The word has the power to save because it is the truth.  
C. 1 PET. 4:11 – The word is the oracles of God.
D. JAMES 1:21 – This word must be received with meekness.

E. ACTS 2:36-41 – Example of how the word was received in the first century.

II. DOERS OF THE WORD – 

A. JAMES 1:22 – James urges us to hear and do. He does not want us to forget the word.

B. PSA. 119:11, 16 – We must remember the word.  We must hide it in our heart so we will not sin against God.

C. JN. 8:31-32 – We must abide in the word.  Do we abide in the word?

D. JAMES 1:25 – If we continue in the word we will be blessed.

E. MATT. 7:21-27 – Notice that Jesus also taught the importance of not only hearing but doing the will of God.

III. DO WE RESPECT THE WORD OF GOD?
A. 2 TIM. 4:1-4 – The answer is YES, if we preach it, proclaim it, and defend it!!!   But if we turn our ear from the truth the answer is a resounding, NO!!!

B. GAL. 1:6-8 – We do not respect the word of God if we seek to change it.
C. 2 TIM. 3:8 – The answer is no if we resist the truth – I.E. – Mark 16:16 – Baptism

D. 2 PET. 1:3-4 – The answer is yes if we handle it properly.  We need to be careful how we handle the word.  Why?   Because the word of God gives us all things that pertain to life and godliness.

E. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – We should respect the word of God as he gave it to us as our directions for this life.  The word is available so we can be complete, perfect, and mature in Christ.

CONCLUSION – 

Have you obeyed the word of God?  The engrafted word which is able to save our souls.

Are you a doer of the word? Or do you just hear and never render obedience to God.

Do you treat the word of God with respect?  Or do we just pick and choose the portions we want to follow?
