WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 6

JAMES 1:22-25

INTRODUCTION – As we enter this New Year and we grow older do you find that at times there are things you tend to forget. In his epistle James expresses to Christians the importance of not forgetting.   James emphasizes some remarkable things in this text concerning forgetting.

To forget is to lose from mind or to let slip from our memory.   There are some things we should forget as Paul teaches us – PHIL. 3:13-14
In contrast James is contrasting some things we must not forget.   The purpose of our lesson today is to examine some things we should not forget under any circumstances.

DO NOT FORGET:
I. DO NOT FORGET YOUR PAST SINS – 

A. JAMES 1:24 – Our natural tendency is to forget our past sins and the type of people we have become.   We tend to overlook the flaws in our character.  

B. ROM. 3:23 – We must never forget that we are all sinners.  We have all transgressed the will of God.  

C. 2 TIM. 3:16-17 – The scriptures are specifically given to us to reprove us and to correct us and to convict us that we need to change.  We must never forget to turn to God when we are reminded that our manner of life is not acceptable to him.   When we refuse to repent, we often choose to forget!!!
D. 2 COR. 5:10 – Why do we need to remember?  Forgetting our manner of life and not doing what God tells us to do is a great tragedy.   We will remember  it one day but it will be too late.

II. DO NOT FORGET THE WORD OF GOD – 

A. JAMES 1:25 – Some forget the word and neglect to do it.  If we are not doers of the word then are we not forgetting the very principles that God‘s word instructs us to be engaged in as his people.

B. HEB. 3:12 – Some are not doers of the word because of unbelief.  Do you know anyone who was once a faithful servant of the Lord and has now departed from the faith?   How can this take place?  It can only take place if we forget what God’s word teaches and fail to be doers of the word.
C. JN. 12:42-43 – Some are not doers of the word because of fear.  Have you ever acted in a way that you were later ashamed of because of fear of the reaction of your peers?

D. 2 TIM. 4:10 – The love of the world will lead us to forget our love for God.

E. DEUT. 4:1-2, 9 – God has always warned his people about forgetting his instructions.  So he warns us today thru James.

III. DO NOT FORGET TO BE DOERS OF THE WORD – 

A. 2 PET. 1:12-15 – Some forget to be doers of the word because of the lack of a proper impression being made upon them.  Truth needs to be repeated over and over again so it becomes engrained in us what we should do.

B. 2 TIM. 4:2-4 – Preaching has become soft in urging brethren to be doers of the word.

C. HEB. 2:1-3 – The Hebrew writer exhorts us to give heed to the things which we have heard lest we let them slip and we drift away. If we are honest do we not lack action in our faith because of procrastination and just being neglectful?
D. 2 PET. 3:5 – Sometimes we forget because we are actually trying to forget.
IV. DO NOT FORGET OTHER THINGS – Some things we do not need to forget.
A. 2 PET. 1:9 – We do not need to forget that we have been purged and cleansed from our sins.   We must remember God’s grace has been granted to us.

B. HEB. 13:2 – Do not forget to show love and extend hospitality.

C. HEB. 13:16 – Do not forget to do good, to communicate, to share.

D. HEB. 12:5-8 – Do not forget that sometimes bad things happen to good people.

CONCLUSION – 

The Bible is full of God’s loving reminders.

God has not forgotten you, so do not forget God!!!
