WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 7

JAMES 1:26-27

INTRODUCTION – As we enter this New Year we are going to continue our study in the epistle of James.   In our text for this lesson James reveals to us the wisdom of God concerning deceiving ourselves and religion that can either be vain or pure.   The purpose of this lesson is to help us understand these divine instructions.

WISDOM REVEALED – 

I. CAN WE DECEIVE OURSELVES?
A. JAMES 1:26 – Yes, it is entirely possible for us to be deceived and it happens very often.

B. JER. 10:23 – Yes, if I direct my steps instead of allowing God to lead me.

C. 2 KINGS 5:9ff – Yes, if I base things on my own reasoning and feelings.

D. 1 COR. 10:12 – Yes, if I use the wrong standard.

E. PROV. 14:12 – Yes, if I go the way that just seems right to me.

II. CAN RELIGION BE VAIN?
A. JAMES 1:26 – Yes, if I do not bridle my tongue.

B. 1 PET. 1:18-19 – Yes, if I am not in Christ.   How do I get there?   GAL. 3:26-27
C. JAMES 2:20 – Yes, if I say I believe but do nothing.

D. HEB. 5:12 – Yes, if I say Christians should teach others but never attempt to do so.

E. TITUS 2:11-12 – Yes, if I acknowledge that I need to live a godly life but fail to do so.

III. CAN WE PRACTICE PURE RELIGION?
A. JAMES 1:27 – Yes, James tells us how to do so.  Visit the fatherless and widows.  What does this word visit mean? To look upon, to inspect.

B. MATT. 25:31-46 – Whose religion was pure?

C. ACTS 15:36 – We have the example of the apostle Paul visiting to see how the brethren were doing

D. GAL. 6:1 – We can visit to restore.

E. 1 THESS. 5:14 – We can visit to provide what is needed for each individual.

F. PHIL. 4:8 – To have pure religion we must think properly so we can remain unspotted from the world.
G. 2 PET. 3:14 - We must give diligence to be unspotted so we will be ready for the Lord’s return.

CONCLUSION – 

Are we deceived? 

Is our religion vain?

Are you practicing pure religion?

