WISDOM REVEALED FROM JAMES – 8

JAMES 2:1-10
INTRODUCTION – As we begin a study of James chapter 2 we will see that James now begins to deal with another inconsistency in their lives.  James points out that it is inconsistent to show partiality or respect of persons and to embrace Jesus Christ as our Lord.

The purpose of this lesson is to look at what the Bible teaches about respect of persons.

RESPECT OF PERSONS:

I. IS RESPECT OF PERSONS ALWAYS NEGATIVE?
A. ROM. 13:7 – Christians are to show respect to those placed by God to rule over us in a civil government.

B. 1 PET. 2:17 – Why should we honor the King?   Who rules and reigns over the kingdoms of men?    God is still in control even in the 21st century.

C. EPH. 6:1-3 – Christians are to show respect to their parents.  How is this done?  Listen to Paul.

D. 1 TIM. 5:16 – Responsibility for my parents rest on me.   Why?  Because I am a Christian.
E. COL. 3:22-24 – Christians are to show respect to masters or those who employ them.

F. EPH. 5:22-25 – If we had more husbands who respectful and partial to their wife and more wives who were respectful and partial to their own husband we would have a lot less marital problems.

G. HEB. 13:17 – Christians are to give due respect to elders.

H. 1 COR. 15:33 – As a Christian I should be partial to good companions (Christians) not evil ones.

II. CAN RESPECT OF PERSONS BE DISPLEASING TO GOD?
A. JAMES 2:1-4 – In religion that is pure there is no place for favoritism. The poor man should be treated just as graciously as the rich man. I.E. - Race
B. GAL. 3:26-28 - God does not play favorites in regard to our souls.  Salvation is available for all in Christ.

C. 2 PET. 3:9 – The Lord is not slack concerning salvation but is longsuffering because he desires that all men should be saved and that none should perish.  We need to be careful because we can become a respecter of persons by identifying some as good/bad prospects.

D. ACTS 10:34-35 – Peter learned this lesson by divine revelation.  Peter before this revelation would not have viewed the Gentiles as prospects for the gospel.
III. RESPECT OF PERSON ILLUSTRATED – 

A. GAL. 2:11-13 – Peter was guilty of practicing respect of persons.  The point we want to make is Peter knew what the truth was on this subject as God had revealed it to him concerning Cornelius and his household, but nevertheless he sinned.  I.E. – Sometimes we are prone to ignore the truth, even though we know what the right thing to do is, just so we will be accepted by the crowd. 

B. ACTS 20:27 – Preachers may not preach as plainly or boldly as they should because a brother who is rich is present. Is he not then being a respecter of persons?  What if Paul had watered down the gospel for the church at Ephesus?   Would he not have been a respecter of persons?
C. 1 COR. 5:3-7 – The church at Corinth was guilty of being respecters of persons because they would not discipline the immoral brother.  Paul was not a respecter of person when it came to correction.  It is totally inconsistent to claim to be following Christ and to practice showing respect of persons.

CONCLUSION – 

Do we show partiality or respect of person?

We must be consistent in order to eliminate this sin from our lives.

God desires for all men to be saved.

God is not partial so we must all obey him.

