WORLDLINESS - 2

1 JOHN 2:15-17

INTRODUCTION – We are continuing our study and series of lessons on worldliness.  Could we all agree that dishonesty is a current problem facing our society? The answer is unequivocally - yes!!! Dishonesty is a problem confronting our society, just look at our elected officials, employers and employees.  The big problem is that dishonesty also affects many Christians as well.  

Consider the following statistics concerning future generation – -- Josephson Institute's 2008 Report Card on the Ethics of American Youth
1. A survey of 29,760 students in USA high schools revealed the following about stealing...
a. 30% admitted stealing from a store within the past year
b. 23% said they stole something from a parent or relative
c. 20% confessed they stole something from a friend

2. In the same survey addressed the subject of lying...
a. 42% said they sometimes lie to save money
b. 83% confessed they lied to a parent about something significant

3. Again, the survey revealed the following about cheating...
a. 64% cheated on a test during the past year
b. 38% cheated two or more times 
4. Amazingly, these same students have a high self-image when it comes to ethics

a. 93% said they were satisfied with their personal ethics and character
b. 77% said that when it comes to doing what is right, they are better than most people they know – THE BIG PROBLEM IS THEY ARE USING THE WRONG STANDARD FOR THEIR APPROVAL!!!
WORLDLINESS – DISHONESTY: What does the Bible have to say about dishonesty?
I. DOES GOD APPROVE OF DISHONESTY?
A. LEV. 19:11 – Listen to the Law of Moses.  Does it sound like honesty is something we can just take or leave?

B. PROV. 6:16-19 – It is listed among the things that God hates.

C. PROV. 12:22 – Those who deal truthfully are God’s delight.

D. PROV. 11:1, 3, 6 – Dishonesty is abominable to God.

E. PROV. 28:6 – God’s advice is just the opposite of the way the world thinks.  The motto of the world is to do whatever it takes to get what you want and dishonesty often happens to be part of their equation for success.

II. WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF DISHONESTY?
A. GEN. 3:1-5 – Sin entered the world as a result of dishonesty on the part of the serpent.
B. REV. 21:8 – Souls are lost as a result of dishonesty.

C. ACTS 5:1-13 – Reputations, relationships and families are destroyed as a result of dishonesty.

D. JOB 1:1, 8, 2:3,9 – Some use the excuse we cannot possibly be honest.  The bible gives us examples of God’s people who were men of integrity.  When you think you there is no way you can be honest in the job you have think of Job and consider him.

E. DAN. 6:3 – What type of spirit did Daniel possess?  An excellent spirit one that is honest – integrity – one that would speak the truth no matter what the consequences might be - death.
III. IS THERE A SOLUTION FOR DISHONESTY?
A. EPH. 4:24-32 – Yes, Paul says we must put on the new man and put away certain things.

B. MATT. 5:37 – Just speak the truth.

C. ROM. 13:8 – Love is a solution for dishonesty. How can we lie, steal and cheat from those whom we say we love?  True love is honest.  We cannot truly love God if we are dishonest!!!

D. 1 THESS. 5:15 – If we pursue what is good then dishonesty will disappear because we will be looking out for what is best for others as well as for self.
E. MATT. 7:12 – The solution for dishonesty is to practice the golden rule.

CONCLUSION – 

Would life be better and more pleasant if we all were honest?
Do you live an honest life?
Do you lie, steal, and cheat?
If so then you need to begin today following the principles taught by Jesus and His apostles in the scriptures.
