WORLDLINESS – 4

1 JOHN 2:15-17 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION - Is worldliness a problem in everyday life?  We would have to answer emphatically YES!!!   Today we will continue our series of lessons that will focus on worldliness.  What does the Bible have to say about worldliness as it relates to covetousness?  

1 JN. 2:15-17 - Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.
The world uses the term “materialism” but the bible identifies this topic as covetousness. The purpose of this lesson is to help us to understand the danger of covetousness.  Materialism is a cancer that eats away at the character of Christians and the work of the church.   Our society is saturated with materialism.  Covetousness – materialism is a disease of the heart according to Jesus – MATT. 6:19-21 – Christians have bought into the philosophy of the need for more – more money – more stuff – more property.  This insatiable need for more has gotten many into financial turmoil.  
Will Rogers once said, “Too many people spend money they haven’t earned, to buy things they don’t want, to impress people they don’t like.”
WORLDLINESS – COVETOUSNESS:

I. DOES GOD APPROVE OF COVETOUSNESS?
A. DEUT. 5:21 – When Moses read the law of God to the children of Israel He saw fit to define every aspect of covetousness for Israel. This law would reach into every part of their lives and their relationship not only to God, but also to their fellow man.  God’s word clearly teaches that we must not covet things or people
B. LUKE 12:15 – Jesus is instructing us to take heed, to be vigilant, to not become consumed with greed.   Jesus is teaching us certain truths – Who you are is more important than what you have – I.E. – Bernie Madhoff

C. LUKE 12:16-21 – Jesus teaches us about covetousness thru the example of the rich man.   The rich man was concerned only with self.  The rich man was simply hoarding things to give himself pleasure and joy.  Notice the number of times he used the word “I”   Materialistic attitudes lead to the cycle of greed – the more we have the more we want. Greed never allows us to be satisfied.
D. 1 COR. 6:9-11 – Could those whom Paul addressed in his epistle continue in covetousness and be pleasing to God.  No, Paul makes it clear that those who continue in such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
II. WHAT ARE THE RESULTS OF COVETOUSNESS?
A. 2 TIM. 3:1-5 – We become self absorbed and lovers of self.

B. EX. 32:1-6 – The golden calf is constructed – why?  The desire for instant gratification, the impatience of men, desire for what is visible – physical.  The desire for fun and frolic

C. JOSHUA 7:19-26 – Example of covetousness in Achan. Because of the covetousness of Achan at the battle of Jericho and his willingness to fly upon the spoils Israel was routed at the battle of Ai.  Look at the loss of life due to this one act of covetousness by Achan.  More importantly Achan swapped his soul for a garment, silver and a wedge of gold.
D. ACTS 20:32-35 – We have a positive example of Paul who was not covetous. Did Paul ever have occasion to be in want? YES, but he did not covet the things of others, either their silver, gold, or apparel.
III. WHAT IS THE SOLUTION?  We need to learn to be content!!!
A. COL. 3:2-6 – We will never reach contentment in this life if we do not have the proper priorities. Paul here instructs us thru the Spirit to set our affections on things above, not on the things of the earth.  God teaches us to mortify this sin before it mortifies us.  Paul warns us that covetousness is idolatry.  Give this sin the death penalty because it is deadly to the soul of man and contrary to the character of God!
B. 1 TIM. 6:6-10 – Inspired instructions from Paul to Timothy.  Have we failed the youth of today by setting the wrong type of example? We often think this verse just applies to those who are rich, but notice carefully God is teaching us that as Christians who are not rich we can lose our souls because we have the craving (coveted) for money and the things it will buy.  Paul is challenging us to seek God’s will first in our lives.
C. HEB. 13:5-6 – We need to seek to be content with what we have.  We can be content if we trust in God and realize he will never leave us or forsake us. Maybe the greatest obstacle we have as Christians living in America the wealthiest country in the world is that we are not easily contented.  This is a great tool of Satan, because covetousness destroys contentment.
D. EPH. 5:1-7 - This sin can cause us to miss heaven.  It should not be named among us as becoming Christians.

CONCLUSION – 

If we become content we will:

Individually our faith will grow..

Our family will grow.

The church will grow.

Do not allow covetousness to keep us out of heaven.

Do not spend the life God has given you foolishly.

Invest your life in Jesus and you will have eternal treasure.
