WORLDLINESS – 8

1 JOHN 2:15-17 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION - Is worldliness a problem in everyday life?  We would have to answer emphatically YES!!!   Today we will continue our series of lessons that will focus on worldliness.  What does the Bible have to say about worldliness as it relates to the control of our tongue - talebearer?  

1 JN. 2:15-17 - Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.
The purpose of this lesson is to help us to understand the danger of gossip.  A gossip is one who turns an earful into a mouthful the Bible describes this person as a talebearer.

Definition – talebearerer - The New Bible Dictionary - The giving out or carrying of slander or the wrong use of the tongue.  Nelson’s Bible Dictionary – A person who spreads idle rumors or gossip that is likely to cause trouble or harm

What does the Bible say about some brethren’s favorite past time.

WORLDLINESS – TALEBEARER:
I. DOES GOD APPROVE?
A. LEV. 19:16 – Does God desire for his people to be involved in tale bearing?  No, it is contrary to the law given to Moses.
B. PROV. 6:16-19 – Notice what is mentioned in the 7 things God hates – lying tongue, false witness,  and one who sows discord among brethren – Gossip involves three of the seven things God hates.

C. PROV. 25:18 – What is Solomon teaching us? He is telling us that gossip is equal to the sin of murder.  It can do the same damage as a club, sword or arrow. You might say no way!! Then just look at what Jesus teaches us concerning our speech.

D. MATT. 12:35-37 – Jesus teaches that the very words that come from our mouth bear fruit.  It is either the fruit of sin and evil or goodness.  It is a sobering thought indeed to think that our words will justify us or condemn us before God.  The evil fruit of gossip comes forth from a corrupt heart and God does not approve of this action.

E. JAMES 1:26 – If we do not learn to bridle our tongue then our religion becomes useless.  Gossip negates our influence for good as a Christian.
II. WHAT ARE THE RESULTS?
A. PROV. 11:9-13 - How many good relationships with neighbors and among brethren have been destroyed by gossip and rumors being spread by an unbridled tongue?  

B. PROV. 16:27-30 – Many people spend their time calling, emailing, texting others to talk to them until they hear some juicy gossip and then they spend their time passing it on to others.  They dig up evil – I.E. – Be careful and do not allow advancements in technology to allow gossip to spread like wild fire. I.E. - Party line telephone.

C. 1 PET. 4:14-16 – Listen to the apostle Peter. Gossips would be found in the company of murderers- thieves – How many in this audience this morning would ever think of murdering or stealing?  You say no way I would even consider it as a Christian – but how many of us are often drawn into the web of Satan by gossip.  Certainly one who does this is an “evil-doer” hurts himself and others as well.  Our gossip can destroy the reputation of those are innocent.  I.E. – Drunk driver destroys innocent life.
D. ROM. 1:28-32 – Many churches have been torn to shreds because of some gossip that was started about the preacher, elder, or one of the members – REMEMBER – The judgment of God came upon the Gentiles described in these verse, we do not need to deceive ourselves into believing that God will not bring the same judgment upon us today if we are guilty of the sin of gossip.

E. 3 JN 9-11 – The apostle of love John says that the malicious words of Diotrephes caused great harm to the church.  They worked for evil not for good.

III. WHAT IS THE SOLUTION?
A. 1 COR. 9:27 – We must learn to exercise self control just as the apostle Paul did.  Paul was very careful about the words he spoke. The exercising of self control in regard to our tongue is required of every Christian in order to please God. Paul had to restrain himself to not lash out at those who persecuted him or false brethren who tried to discourage him.
B. PSA. 15:1-3 – If we are truly the people of God, who worship God we will walk uprightly, we will work righteousness, we will speak the truth in love but we will not backbite with our tongue.  We will keep our speech under control.  Use our tongue to edify and teach not to tear down.

C. PROV. 20:19 – Do not associate with a gossip.
D. PROV. 26:20-22 – Do not be the one who spreads gossip.  Gossip cannot live if it is not spread, it will die out just as a fire does that has no wood.   Do not fuel the flames of gossip.

E. 2 THESS. 3:6-15 – The Bible instructs us to go as far as withdrawing from the busy body.  Why?   The busy body was causing problems with the unity of the church in Thessalonica.

CONCLUSION – 

Are we guilty of this sin of worldliness?  Before we speak- we need to think!!!
1) Will it build up the body of Christ?

2) Will it promote peace and harmony in the church?

3) Is it really necessary to tell?

4) Will it help the person being told and the person that it is about?

5) Are we sure it is the truth?
One thing we need to speak is the truth about Jesus the Christ.
