BEATITUDES – BLESSED ARE THE POOR IN SPIRIT

MATTHEW 5:1-3 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – In the gospel of Matthew Jesus begins in chapter 5 and continues thru chapter 7 with what is often referred to as the Sermon on the Mount.  Those who heard this message immediately recognized they had never before heard a teacher like Jesus – MATT. 7:28-29 - And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching, 29 for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. 

At the very beginning of this sermon Jesus introduces to the people and to us as well what has been come to be known as the Beatitudes.  These are characteristics that are essential in the lives of God’s people.  Note the text MATT. 5:1-3 - And seeing the multitudes, He went up on a mountain, and when He was seated His disciples came to Him. 2 Then He opened His mouth and taught them, saying: 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Our study today will involve coming to a better understanding of what it means to be poor in spirit.

THE POOR IN SPIRIT:
1. FORTUNATE – These are the people who realize they are helpless without God and as a result they fill their lives with service to God and their destination is heaven.  These are the people who are truly happy and content.

A. JN. 13:15-17 – Jesus gave them the example of humility and service and instructed them if they wanted to be happy they would do the same things.  Are you are not happy as a Christian? When is the last time you tried to humbly serve others and put their best interest first?
B. PSA. 143:4-7 – We need to be like the psalmist and realize that we are helpless without God in our life. We need to stretch forth our hands to God and thirst for him in our lives.  We cannot do that if we have a proud and haughty spirit.
C. HEB. 13:5-6 – The poor in spirit are content and realize the Lord is our helper.

D. ISA. 26:7-9 – We need to diligently desire and seek God.  We are not poor in spirit if we are always seeking after our on desires.

2. DOUBLE REWARD – Sinners are two time losers – here and in eternity, but those who are poor in spirit get a double reward or share of happiness.
A. 1 TIM. 4:8 – Godliness is profitable in our present life and in the world to come eternal life.
B. 1 TIM. 6:6-8 – Those who are poor in spirit can be content in this life.

C. PROV. 13:13-15 – We can choose destruction or reward which will it be? We must remember the wages of sin is death – ROM. 3:23; 6:23
D. ROM. 12:3 – Those who are poor in spirit have their ego in check.  They do not think to highly of themselves.  They are sober minded (proper perspective) on life.
3. SPIRITUAL BEGGARS – The poor in spirit are not ashamed to beg at the throne of God for his mercy and forgiveness.

A. LUKE 18:9-14 – The Pharisee looked upon himself as righteous.  He was not a beggar, but the publican was willing to beg before God.  Lord be merciful to me a sinner.
B. JER. 10:23 – We do not think we need the guidance and assistance of God - O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in man who walks to direct his own steps. 
C. ROM. 10:1-3 – Israel had no need for God and his brand of righteousness.  What was interfering with their obedience to God? They were going about establishing their own righteousness.
D. 1 JN. 1:7-9 – We must be careful to not fall into the category of the Pharisee and say we have no sin.

4. FERTILE SOIL – The poor in spirit are the type of soil that will grow into a productive Christian.
A. MATT. 13:18-23 – What is our reaction to the word of God?  The poor in spirit hear, understand and then by faith obey.

B. MATT. 18:1-4 – Notice those who came to Jesus what type of heart did they have?  The heart of humility will follow the instructions of the Lord and as a result be great in the kingdom of God.

5. GOAL SETTER – Those who are poor in spirit have one goal on their mind.  That goal is to go to heaven and take as many with them as possible.

A. PHIL. 3:7-15,20 – Paul had a change of his mind in regard to the things that are of ultimate importance in this life.  

B. COL. 3:1-2 – Those who are poor in spirit have a different set of priorities because there goal is heaven.

C. 1 TIM. 6:12 – The poor is spirit like Paul will fight the good fight of faith because they desire to go to heaven.

6. HUMILITY – This is also an important characteristic of those who are poor in spirit.

A. ACTS 20:17-19 - How did Paul serve the Lord? Who do we serve the Lord?  If we do something for the Lord do we go to great links to let people know what we have done so we can receive praise of men?
B. MATT. 6:1-4 – They were not serving the Lord with humility.

C. 1 PET. 5:5-6 – Are we striving to be clothed with humility?

CONCLUSION -  
Jesus is teaching us the importance of being poor in spirit because without this type of spirit we cannot go to heaven – PSA. 34:12-18 - Who is the man who desires life, And loves many days, that he may see good? 13 Keep your tongue from evil, And your lips from speaking deceit. 14 Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it. 15 The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their cry. 16 The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, To cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 17 The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears, And delivers them out of all their troubles. 18 The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, And saves such as have a contrite spirit. 
What type of spirit do we have?

Let it be one that is willing to humbly submit to the will of God!!!
