THE ONE TRUE CHURCH

EPHESIANS 4:1-6
INTRODUCTION – In today’s religious world it is apparent that unity does not exist as there are so many churches teaching so many diverse doctrines. Yet we see Paul is entreating the brethren at Ephesus to endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace in one body.  What is this one body that Paul mentions? We need to look at what he wrote earlier in this same epistle.

EPH. 1:22-23 - And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

The one body Paul speaks of is the church.

2 COR. 13:5 – Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?--unless indeed you are disqualified
Paul exhorted Christians at Corinth to a personal examination to see if they are in the faith.
What is the truth? What does the Bible teach about this one body the church? Does it really matter? 

2 JN. 9 - Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 

Listen to the words of Jesus and then think does it really matter what I believe or what I practice or where I worship?

MATT.7:21 - "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 

MATT.15:13 - But He answered and said, "Every plant which My heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted.

THE ONE TRUE CHURCH – What does the Bible say?

I. CHRIST IS THE FOUNDER – 
A. MATT. 16:18 – Christ is the one who promised to build his church.  Did he fulfill his promise?

B. ACTS 20:28 – Christ did fulfill his promise he built his church but it had an expensive purchase price.  He had to shed his blood!

C. COL. 1:18 – Christ is the head of this one body which is the church.   You cannot be the head of something that does not exist.

D. ACTS 2:36 – Jesus alone is the one who rules and reigns over his body the church.

E. EPH. 5:23 – Why must Christ Alone be the head of his body the church?   Because he alone is the Savior of the body.  Did a man or Christ establish the church you are a member of?
II. CHRIST IS THE FOUNDATION – Of the church
A. MATT. 16:18 – “Upon this rock” this bedrock of truth I will build my church.  

B. 1 COR. 3:11 – Christ is the foundation that is laid by God.

C. ISA. 28:16 – Who does the prophet Isaiah refer to?  Is it not the Messiah – Jesus Christ?

D. EPH. 2:20 – The foundation of the apostles was built on Christ himself being the chief cornerstone.  All their teaching and preaching was the truth taught by Christ while he was with them on earth.  Is Christ or a man the foundation of the church you are a member of?

III. THE CHURCH BEGAN IN JERUSALEM ON PENTECOST – 

A. ISA. 2:2-3 – The prophet Isaiah spoke of the word of the Lord going forth from Jerusalem.
B. LUKE 24:46-47 – Jesus said that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name beginning in Jerusalem.   It seems to be established as to the place the church would begin – Jerusalem but when would this take place?

C. MARK 9:1 – A clue is given to us by the words Jesus spoke here that are recorded by Mark.   It would be soon in their lifetime.  The kingdom would also come with power which is another clue as to when this actually took place.

D. ACTS 1:6-8 – The kingdom would come and the church would be established when the apostles received power as a result of the Holy Spirit coming on them. When and where did this take place?

E. ACTS 2:1-4 – The Holy Spirit came with power on the apostles while they were gathered in Jerusalem observing the Feast of Pentecost.

F. ACTS 2:47 – We know for sure the church was established this day by Jesus – How?  Verse 47 – The Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.  You cannot add someone to something that does not exist.

CONCLUSION – 

Did a man or Christ establish the church you are a member of?

Is Christ or a man the foundation of the church you are a member of?

Did the church you are a member of begin at Jerusalem on Pentecost?
