THE ONE TRUE CHURCH – 3

EPHESIANS 4:1-6
INTRODUCTION – The people of God from the beginning of time (Cain-Abel; Law of Moses) have been given instructions as to how they were to engage in worship to God.  The one true church spoken of in the scriptures is the people of God today and God has not left us in the dark as to how we are to offer our worship to Him.  JN. 4:23-24 - But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."
Since so many churches of men worship in so many different ways how do we know how God desires for us to worship him?  The answer is as simple as we must look into his word and carefully follow the pattern given to us by God for worshipping him.   The purpose of our lesson today is to understand how God desires for us to worship him.  So let’s open our Bibles and begin to look at what exactly is included in scriptural worship.

THE ONE TRUE CHURCH – ITS WORSHIP - Must be scriptural according to truth and must be offered with the proper attitude or spirit. Our hearts must also be in our worship to God.  Are we spiritually involved? Are we following truth?  What is the truth about the day of worship?
I. IS THE SABBATH THE DAY OF WORSHIP? Is the day of worship called the Sabbath? There is much confusion on this subject.
A. DEUT. 5:15 – Is it the Sabbath?  No, the Sabbath was given to the Jews as a reminder that God delivered them from Egyptian bondage?   This is a shadow of the substance.  We worship on the first day of the week to remind us that we were delivered from the bondage of sin thru the D/B/R of Christ.

B. HOSEA 2:11 – God said the observance of the Sabbath would cease.

C. COL. 2:13-17 – Paul said it did cease with the crucifixion of Christ as the Law was nailed to the cross with Christ.

D. MATT. 27:50-51 – What did the veil of the temple being torn into represent?  

E. HEB. 9:11-15 – We now have a new high priest, a new covenant, a new mediator – Jesus the Christ. 

II. THE LORD’S DAY – THE FIRST DAY OF THE WEEK – How do we come to the conclusion from the scripture that we are to worship on the first day of the week? What is the day that we must observe in our worship to be pleasing to God? The first day of the week is the Lord’s Day – REV. 1:10 – “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard a loud voice….” Why the first day of the week? Why is it important?
A. JN. 20:1 – It was on the first day of the week the empty tomb was discovered.

B. LUKE 24:1-3 – The first day of the week is the day of resurrection.
C. JN. 20:19, 26 – Jesus met with his disciples on the first day of the week. The disciples assembled on this day and Jesus met with them.  

D. ACTS 2:1-4 – The church was established and the Spirit came on the first day of the week LEV. 23:15-16 – Pentecost always fell on the first day of the week
E. ACTS 20:7 – The church worshipped on this day.  “Now on the first day of the week when the disciples came together to break bread….”   Why do we partake of the Lord’s Supper today later in our service?   Because we have the authority to do so because we have the pattern of what disciples did in the Lord’s church in the first century.
F. 1 COR. 16:1-2 – Why do we give our contribution on the first day of the week. We have the authority to do so from the examples of Christians in the church at Corinth. We also see on the first day of the week the disciples laid by in store as they had prospered and purposed in their heart. 

G. HEB. 10:25 - Jesus is with us as we assemble even today so we should not forsake the assembling of ourselves together as the manner of some is. To do so is to forsake the Lord on his day!!!
III. THE SPIRIT OF WORSHIP – 

A. MARK. 7:6-7 – Our must worship according to truth but our hearts must also be in our worship.

B. LUKE 4:7-8 – Worship is only to be directed toward God.  Worship is part of our service to God. I.E. - False premise that we can serve God without assembling to worship him without the proper spirit.
C. ROM. 12:11 – If we are fervent in spirit we will serve the Lord and nothing will hold us back in our effort to worship Him.
D. 1 COR. 6:17 – As a Christian one who is joined to the Lord we are to be one spirit with Him.   Is that what we display in our efforts to worship him or will we look for any excuse to miss an assembly.

E. 1 COR. 6:20 – Do I glorify God in my spirit when I worship him?  Or do I just go thru the motions. God knows our hearts!!!

F. 1 COR. 14:15 – When we pray and when we sing, do we do it with the spirit?  Where is my mind?  Where is my heart? When we engage in prayer and singing?

G. COL. 3:16 – We are instructed to sing and worship God with grace in our hearts.  Sing with favor toward God; sing with appreciation of God’s grace toward us.

H. REV. 4:10-11, 22:8-9 – We come together and assemble to worship God because he is worthy to receive glory, honor and power. Sometimes we need to remind ourselves of the reason for our worship. – it is for our ultimate good.   We worship God not angels nor men because we love the words of this book.   We love our Lord and we love the truth he has revealed to us.  So we seek to follow it diligently as we worship and serve him.
CONCLUSION – 

Is your worship pleasing to God?

Is it according to spirit and truth? Proper day, proper attitude, proper spirit?
Are we offering God our best?
