ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN?

ACTS 26:27-29 –TEXT

INTRODUCTION – Agrippa was confronted with the need he had to become a Christian.  He was fully aware of his need yet he was reluctant to take the necessary steps to become a Christian.

Many people today are in the very same position as Agrippa – they know the truth, they know they ought to be Christians,  at times they have almost been persuaded to become Christians yet there are still not Christians.

To be a Christian which Vines defines as “an adherent to Christ”  Thayer states a Christian is “a follower of Christ”  you must have a knowledge of the truth – 1 TIM. 2:3-5 and you must be in Christ – ACTS 4:12.  If you have not become a Christian have you ever really considered why?  Maybe you have a lot of excuses why you are not a Christian.

EXCUSES FOR NOT BEING A CHRISTIAN:

1. YOU ARE DOING WHAT IS RIGHT - MORAL PERSON – You think you are OK because you do what is right and good you live by the golden rule.  Since you are trying to do what is right God should be satisfied.  It may surprise you but you are not the first to have this line of reasoning, others have thought this way also.

a. GEN. 4:3-7 – Cain

b. 1 CHRON. 13:3-10, 15:2, 13-15 – David

c. ACTS 23:1, 26:9-11 – Saul of Tarsus

d. MATT. 7:22-23 – Those of whom Jesus spoke.

e. MATT. 7:21 – God is pleased when we obey

f. HEB. 5:8-9 – Jesus is the author of salvation to all those who obey him not those who try to substitute their feeling for obedience, the assurance of family and friends.  Who are you trusting?  Jesus or your feeling that you are OK because you try to do what is right. 

2. YOU DO NOT CONSIDER YOURSELF LOST – Many have this idea because they have been raised “in the church” and they have attended services all their lives.  They have been raised by Christian parents, and after all they have never been engaged in a dreadfully sinful lifestyle.  We need to understand that all human beings that have reached the age of accountability have sinned.

a. ROM. 3:23 – All have sinned.

b. ROM. 6:23 – Sin pays wages – death.  God does not remove sin by virtue of any of the things we mentioned earlier it is only thru the shedding of the blood of Christ.

c. MATT. 26:28 – Jesus shed his blood so sin could be removed from our lives and we would not be accountable for our sin.

d. ROM. 5:9 – We are justified by the blood of Christ.

e. EPH. 1:7 – We have forgiveness thru the blood of Christ.

f. ROM. 6:3 – When we are baptized into Christ we reach his blood and its power to forgive us, cleanse us, justify us, redeem us, sanctify us by obeying the gospel therefore if you have not obeyed the gospel you not reached the blood of Christ and you are lost because you have not been forgiven, cleansed, justified, redeemed, or sanctified.

3. UNWILLING TO GIVE UP SINFUL WAYS FOR CHRIST – I enjoy living the life of sin. I want to sow my wild oats.  Who said you have to sow those wild oats and if you are involved in doing that who says you will not die in the process.

a. GAL. 6:7-8 – What do you want to reap?

b. HEB. 11:24-26 – Moses rejected the pleasure of sin for a season.  He realized the pleasure is only temporary.

c. ECCL. 12:13-14 – Hear the advice of Solomon who pursued happiness in wine women song and said it was all vanity.   We must remember that God will bring everything we do into judgment.

d. MARK 8:36-37 – If we could gain the whole world thru sinful living it would not be worth what we would lose – our soul.

e. ISA. 55:6-7 – We can enjoy the mercy and pardon of God if we will forsake our ways and thoughts.

4. AFRAID OF RIDICULE – It will come but we can gain comfort in the fact that others in the past have endured it and you can also.

a. MATT. 27:39-44 – Christ

b. ACTS 5:41-42 – Apostles

c. ACTS 8:1-4 – Early Christians

d. 2 TIM. 3:12 – Bible assures persecution will come.

e. MATT. 5:11-12 – Lord promises a great reward to those who endure persecution.

f. MARK 8:38 – Do not be ashamed of Jesus the consequence is to great. – do not lose your soul because of this fear.

CONCLUSION – Maybe in this lesson we have touched on some point that is holding you back from becoming a Christian.  I hope so because that was my intent.  We have some here old enough to obey the gospel who have not done so and if I could make the decision for you I would but god has determined that this decision is an individual decision.  The one who was willing to die in your stead - Christ, is offering salvation.  Will you obey him today and let him be the Lord of your life as you by faith obey Him.  We sing the song “why do you wait dear sinner o why do you tarry so long?”

