BEATITUDES BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART
MATTHEW 5:8 TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Do you want to see God?  Do you want to be in his presence for eternity?  If your answer to these questions is yes then you must adhere to the teaching of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount when he declared - MATT.5:8 - Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God. Jesus teaches us that those who are pure in heart are blessed.  

BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART: 
1. INTRODUCTION – It is very important what we introduce into our hearts. We might say what is introduced to our heart or mind is not that important.

A. MARK 7:18-23 Notice what Jesus teaches that defiles a man.  What defiles us is not the physical things such as food but rather it is what comes out of our heart that defiles a man.
B. PROV. 6:16-21 - We need to listen to the inspired advice of the wise king Do not allow your heart to become diseased with wicked imagination.
C. LUKE 11:34-36 - Jesus said we need to fill our life and mind with light instead of darkness.  We must quarantine what we see and hear!!!
D. Attitude of Psalmist toward what man introduces into the heart

a. PSA. 12:6 – We should introduce pure words into our heart.

b. PSA. 119:140 – Where do we find these pure words?  They come from God.
c. PSA. 19:7-10, 14 – God’s words are pure and we should desire them as man desires something precious or sweet.

2. COMMENDATION – God commends those who are pure in heart. If Jesus came into our building this morning would he be able to give you a commendation for what is in your heart.
A. PSA. 24:1-5 – God will only commend (bless) those with clean hands and pure hearts.  Their blessing will be salvation.

B. PROV. 20:11 – When you are at school you are developing a name for yourself.  What type of name do you want?
C. 2 TIM. 2:22- Notice Paul’s instructions to young Timothy to flee youthful lusts.
D. MATT. 7:13-14 – the majority of people are not pure in heart for they are not on the path that leads to God.
3. CONDEMNATION – Those who are not pure in heart will stand condemned!!!

A. ZEPH. 3:1-7 – The people of Jerusalem were condemned because their hearts  were not pure.

B. PROV. 16:2 – Man thinks God will overlook his heart that is not pure.
C. 1 TIM. 4:12 – Be an example of purity in your youth.
D. MIC. 6:11-13 – God will not count pure those in sin but will make them desolate.

4. CONTRADICTION – Those who are not pure in heart contradict the word of God

A. PROV. 30:4-9 – God’s word is pure so if we add to it or take away from it he will reprove us.
B. ROM. 11:33-36 – Do we presume we are wise enough to speak for God. The only way we know the mind of God is that he revealed it to us thru his word.

C. REV. 22:18-19 – Contradicting God will cost us our soul.

D. JOB 4:17 – Can a man be more just, righteous and pure than God? NO!!!

5. EXHORTATION – God is continually exhorting us thru his word to be pure in heart.
A. JAMES 4:7-10 – God is imploring us to draw near to him with clean hands and pure hearts.

B. PHIL. 4:8 - Paul exhorts the brethren at Philippi to think on things that are pure.  Keep your mind out of the gutter and on God!!!
C. 1 TIM. 6:11-12 – Paul by inspiration is exhorting Timothy and us as well to be an example of purity as you live by pursuing righteousness.
D. JAMES 1:27 – The word of God exhorts us to practice pure and undefiled religion by not forgetting those who are less fortunate.
6. OBSERVATION – Are we a living example of one who has a pure heart?  

A. JAMES 3:17 – If we seek after the wisdom of God in our life the first thing people should observe about us is our pure lives.   We cannot be full of good fruit if we do not seek the pure wisdom of God in our lives.

B. 1 JN. 3:1-3 – Everyone who is pure in heart and has been a living example of purity will see God and we will then be like him.

CONCLUSION – 

Do want to one day see God?  

You cannot see God if you do not have a pure heart?

What corrupts our heart?  SIN!!!

God can take care of your sin today and you can leave this place with a pure heart.

How? Simply obey Jesus

