BEATITUDES – BLESSED ARE THEY WHO HUNGER AND THIRST AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS
MATHEW 5:6 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – Do we ever experience hunger?  Most of us would reply yes we experience it three times a day just before we eat our meals. Have you ever been really thirsty on a hot August day in Florida?  What do you do when that occurs – you seek our water to quench your thirst.  Most of us have never been without enough food or water to sustain us physically, but often times we are willing to go without the proper spiritual sustenance.  Why is it that we do not have the same longing for or hungering and thirsting after righteousness.  Jesus is teaching us an important lesson in MATT. 5:6 - Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled. 
BLESSED ARE THEY WHO HUNGER AND THIRST AFTER RIGHTEOUSNESS:
1. SOUL – FOOD – Man is a composite being he must be nourished physically and spiritually.
A. NEH. 9:15 – What did God provide for Israel? Food and water, but he also gave them food for their soul.

B. DEUT. 8:1-6, 11-18 – God gave them physical food so they would understand the importance of trusting him for their spiritual food.  God provided them with food for the soul. This is the scripture Jesus quoted when he was tempted by Satan
C. JN. 6:28-36, 41-51, 66-68 – Jesus is the bread of life. If we come to him we will not hunger or thirst.  Jesus quenches our spiritual hunger and thirst.   Jesus alone has the words of eternal life there is no one else to whom we can turn.  
D. 1 PET. 2:2 – We must desire the word of God just as a baby longs to be fed by his mother. 
E. 2 TIM. 2:1-2 – Have you ever eaten at a restaurant that the food was simply out of this world?  What did you do with that information?  Did you keep it to yourself? No, more than likely you shared the information about this restaurant and the wonderful food that they served.  We need to share the good news that Jesus is the bread of life and he is the living water and that if you are hungry or thirsty he can satisfy your spiritual appetite and you will be filled with joy, peace, contentment.

2. CULTIVATE APPETITE – We must learn to cultivate our spiritual appetite.  Has there ever been a fruit or vegetable that when you first tasted it did not satisfy your taste buds but later you tried it maybe in a different dish and you enjoyed it.  

A. PSA. 34:8 – How did I cultivate an appetite for broccoli?  I would taste and see if I liked in this new recipe.  Psalmist tells us to taste and see if the Lord is good.

B. PSA. 63:1-8 – Once you cultivate an appetite for something you will then seek it out at certain times and so it is with God he wants us to seek him daily.

C. PSA. 119:103-105 – Do you ever long for something sweet to eat?  Most of us like desert – Notice how God’s word is described.  
D. PSA. 119:129-131 – I know that we long for food when we feel physical hunger but do we ever long for the commandments of God?  Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after righteousness.
3. ABHOR EVIL – We must hate sin.

A. PSA. 36:1-8 – If we do not abhor evil we will be viewed and classified by God as wicked.
B. ROM. 12:9-21 – Abhor that which is evil by clinging to that which is good. We can only overcome evil with good.

C. 1 THESS. 5:21-22 – How do we prove what is good?

D. 1 PET. 3:8-12 – Do we want God’s favor or his wrath?
4. GRADUAL STARVATION OF OUR SOUL – It would be cruel indeed to lock a child up without food or water until they slowly starved to death.

A. 2 PET. 3:18 – Are we guilty of self cruelty to our soul.  We starve our inner man and slowly but surely kill our soul because we fail to study and grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus.

B. PSA. 143:6-10 – We feed our soul by doing God’s will and obeying his word.
C. REV. 21:7-8 – Note the contrast between those who care for their soul and those who starve it.

D. 1 PET. 2:2-3 – After we have tasted the graciousness of God we should not let our souls starve but rather we should yearn to be filled.

5. BENEFITS – In this life and in the life to come.

A. JN. 15:8 – God is glorified when we bear much fruit.
B. PHIL. 1:11 – We receive the satisfaction of being full of the righteousness of God.

C. ISA. 65:11-14 – A contrast of hell and heaven of those who have filled their lives with seeking to do God’s will and those who have forsaken him.

D. REV. 7:9-17 – Those who have served God on earth will serve him in eternity and they will never hunger or thirst they will be filled.  We sing a song, “How beautiful heaven must be”?  
CONCLUSION – 

Blessed are they which hunger and thirst after righteousness for they shall be filled.

For what do you hunger and thirst?

Do you hunger for the physical or spiritual things of life?

What do you notice about physical hunger? Right it always returns.

Our spiritual hunger can be filled - Let Jesus fill your life today!!!

