BEATITUDES – BLESSED ARE  THE MERCIFUL

MATTHEW 5:7 – TEXT
INTRODUCTION – MATT. 5:7 - Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy. 

Jesus clearly states a prerequisite for us obtaining mercy is that we must be willing to extend mercy to others.  He knew that this was not an easy thing for us to do so we are repeatedly warned of this topic thru out the NT – EPH. 4:32 - And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you. Since we must extend mercy we need to ask the question what is mercy. Mercy is a combination of pity, compassion, and a willingness to meet the needs of one who cannot supply them.
The characteristics of God show us what true mercy is all about – PSA. 145:5-10 – Mercy is the results of a spiritual recipe as it were that combines all the characteristics of God.
Love and kindness – TITUS 3:3-8 – According to his mercy he saved us.

Longsuffering – 2 PET. 3:15 – If it were not for his longsuffering we would not have salvation available to us today!
Justice and judgment – PSA 89:14- Those who are lovers of truth will receive the mercy of God.

Justifier and redeemer – ROM. 3:23-26 – He justifies those who believe in Christ Jesus.

WHEN WE THINK OF GOD’S MERCY:
1. COMPASSION – 

A. LUKE 10:30-37 – Parable of the Good Samaritan.

B. MATT. 23:23 – We cannot omit mercy from our lives and be pleasing to God.

C. ROM.5:6-10 – Example of God’s love and mercy for us.

D. MATT. 9:36-38 – What about our love and mercy for others?  Are we willing to go to work in the harvest of souls?

2. HONORABLE – 
A. PSA. 37:21- We show mercy by giving.
B. PROV. 14:31 – When we have mercy on the poor we honor our maker.

C. ACTS 20:35 – The man who exemplifies mercy in his life understands this truth from God’s word

D. 1 JN. 3:17-18 – If we do not have mercy toward our brethren then we cannot honor God because his love does not fill our hearts

3. IMPARTIAL – 

A. JAMES 2:1-9 – Being a respecter of persons is characteristic of not being merciful to others.

B. ACTS 10:34-43 – Jesus is impartial when it comes to being merciful.

C. EPH. 2:11-19 – Thru God’s mercy both Jew and Gentile are fellow citizens of the kingdom of God.

D. JAMES 3:13-18 – If we live by the wisdom from above our life will be full of mercy and without partiality
4. FORSAKE SINS – 

A. PROV. 28:13 – If we desire the mercy of God we must forsake sin.

B. HEB. 12:1-3 – We are to lay aside sin. How do we do this?
C. ROM. 6:1-7 – We do not continue in sin just because God’s grace is available to us. We become dead to sin when we are baptized into Christ.

D. HEB. 10:26-29 – We cannot continue in sin after receiving the knowledge of the truth and be pleasing to God.

5. WOE TO THE UNMERCIFUL – 

A. LUKE 16:19-31 – Example of rich man and Lazarus.  The rich man had many opportunities to extend mercy to Lazarus but he did not, but after his death he cried out for God to have mercy on him.
B. ROM. 1:28-32 – The unmerciful are characterized in these verses.  Why is it so important that we show and extend mercy?

C. JAMES 2:13 – Because if we do not show mercy to others in this life we will not be extended mercy in judgment!!!

CONCLUSION – 

How merciful are we to others?

How merciful is God to us?

We are in need of the mercy of God?  LUKE 18:13-14 - And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 

