THE ONE TRUE CHURCH – 5

EPHESIANS 4:1-6
INTRODUCTION – In previous lessons we have noted that the worship and work of the church is conducted by the local church.  We emphasized their importance of understanding the word church in used in two senses in the Bible.  The first way it is used is in the universal sense as it includes all those called out of sin and saved by the blood of Christ.  It is the body of the saved or the redeemed.  In the universal sense Christ is the head  of the body the church and all who are members of that body must submit to his will.   We also noted the word church is used in the local or limited sense and includes all God’s people in one community or area.  The organization by which the church does it work, worship and is organized is in this local sense – ROM. 16:16.
THE ONE TRUE CHURCH – 

I. ITS ORGANIZATION IS CONGREGATIONAL – 

A. ACTS 14:23; TITUS 1:5 – There is an established order in every church and every church is autonomous and independent of other churches.   God in his infinite wisdom desires for there to be a plurality of elders in every church.
B. GAL. 1:2, 22 – Each church is an independent and self governing unit.  In the N.T. - They are always spoken of as separate units – churches of Galatia, churches of Judea – several independent units in one area.

C. 1 COR. 14:33 – God desires for there to be order in the church so we have organization on the local level.

D. 1 PET. 5:1-4; ACTS 20:17-28  - Elders oversee and feed the flock of God that is among them.  They tend, guide, and shepherd the flock among them – bishops, pastors, overseers, elders are different descriptive names for the same office.

E. PHIL. 1:1- The church at Philippi was scripturally organized with bishops, deacons and saints. ACTS 6:1-6 – Deacons are part of the organization of the church who must be willing to serve and who are men of honest report and full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom.
F. 1 COR. 12:24-27 – As Christians we are members who minister in word and deed.

G. ACTS 9:26 – If you desire to work and worship with a local church you must let them know your desire.

Does the church you are a member of have an organization larger than the local arrangement given to us by God?
II. IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD’S LOVE – 

A. HEB. 9:26-28 – God gave the lamb’s body for a sacrifice.

B. HEB. 9:14 – God gave the Lamb’s blood for our atonement.

C. HEB. 7:21-28 – God gives Jesus to us as our great high priest to intercede for us.

D. HEB. 1:1-2 – God gave Christ to us as a great prophet to teach us.

E. ACTS 3:22-23 – Christ is the prophet who is greater than Moses.
F. 1 TIM. 6:15 – God gave Christ as our King to rule over us.
G. MATT. 25:31-46 – God gave Christ as our judge to reward us.

H. 1 COR. 15:19; 1 PET. 1:3-5 – God gives us heaven as our hope.                   
Does the church you are member of look to Jesus as king of Kings and Lord of Lords? LUKE 6:46
III. ITS DESTINY IS HEAVEN – 

A. EPH. 3:10-11 – By heaven’s wisdom it was purposed.

B. EPH. 5:25 – By heaven’s love it was purchased – JN. 3:16
C. EPH. 1:6-7 – By heaven’s grace it is kept in store.

D. 2 TIM. 2:10 – For the salvation and eternal glory in Christ it hopes.

E. COL. 1:5 – To heaven it will ascend.

F. 1 COR. 15:24 – In heaven it will remain eternally.

G. HEB. 4:8-11 – In heaven it will find rest.

Is heaven or a 1000 year reign on earth the hope and destiny of the church you are a member of?

CONCLUSION – 

The organization of the one true church is simple and is an easy pattern to follow.

When we follow God’s wisdom, pattern, and plan for the church we give glory to God.

The church is an expression of God’s love, care and concern for us.

The church will one day be delivered back to God who gave it.

Are you a member of the one true church we can read about in the scriptures?
