JESUS – HOW CAN WE BE MORE LIKE HIM?

1 CORINTHIANS 11:1 -  TEXT

INTRODUCTION - Does the Bible emphasize the need to become more like Jesus?

Paul said he imitated Christ – 1 COR. 11:1 - Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ. 
The real question is do we really try to imitate Christ as we live each day?  It has been said that imitation is the most sincere form of flattery, so if we want to give praise, honor  and glory to God we should imitate his Son each day we live.  
In our lesson last week we studied the importance of being more like Jesus in many areas of our life. 
PHIL. 2:5 - Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,
1 PET. 2:21 - For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:
Today we want to continue our study of being more like Jesus.

WHAT WAS JESUS LIKE?
1. Jesus ate with sinners – He did not possess a holier than thou attitude.

A. LUKE 5:27-32 – In order to save sinners we must have contact with them. It is Ok to extend hospitality to sinners.  It is highly unlikely that sinners will voluntarily walk thru our doors it will only happen when we have first formed a relationship with them and established a degree of trust.
B. MATT. 18:11-12 – Lost people like lost sheep do not come and find you.  You must go and find them?  I.E. – Feeding cattle in winter time when it was time for cows to calve you had to go find them.   

C. MARK 12:37 – Jesus related to the common man.  He had the common touch and it is still very much needed today. Every member of this congregation has a different circle of contacts so make a connection.
2. Jesus was not prejudice – He looked at the soul of men not the color of their skin, their academic achievement, or status in society.
A. JN. 4:5-9 – The Jews were prejudiced against the Samaritans they would have nothing to do with them.  They usually would not even go thru their country preferring to go the extra distance in order to avoid these people.  Jesus was not only talking to Samaritan, but a Samaritan woman who was living an immoral life.

B. ACTS 10:34-35 – What did God have to teach Peter about the Gentiles?

C. GAL. 2:11-14 – Peter knew better than to show prejudice but he did anyway.
D. JAMES 2:1-9 – We cannot be a respecter of persons and be pleasing to God.

3. Jesus was devoted to his family – 

A. JN. 19:25-27 – Even while suffering and dying on the cross Jesus took time to make sure his mother would be taken care of by John.
B. 1 TIM. 5:8 – If we do not take care of our family we are compared to an unbeliever, but we cannot allow taking care of our family to interfere with our service to God.

C. MATT. 12:46-50 – Jesus never allowed family matters to interfere with doing God’s will.

4. Jesus was prayerful – 

A. MARK 1:35 – Made special arrangements in order to be able to pray.  How about us?

B. LUKE 6:12 – Jesus sometimes prayed a long time.  Do we spend enough time in prayer?

C. JN. 6:11, 11:41-42 – Thanked God publicly and was not ashamed.

5. Jesus knew the benefits of rest and relaxation – 

A. MARK 6:30-31 – Jesus told his disciples to rest and so must we. 

B. MATT. 8:23-25 – Jesus needed rest and so do we.

6. Jesus respected the authority of the government – 

A. MATT. 17:24-27 – He paid taxes ungrudgingly.
B. MATT. 22:15-22 – Give to the government what is owed to them and unto God the things that are God’s.

C. ROM. 13:1-7 – We must respect the authority of our government.

7. Jesus strongly denounced religious sin – 
A. MATT. 23:1-12 – Jesus denounces the sin of the scribes and Pharisees.

B. MATT. 23:28 - Pronounces 8 woes upon them for their hypocrisy.  They appear to be righteous but they were not they were full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.  We need to make people aware today that we do not agree with their religious error.

C. 2 TIM. 4:2-5 – That is why we must continue to preach the word no matter what the religious world teaches.

CONCLUSION – 

Jesus stood up for the truth.

We must be willing to take a stand also.

JN. 14:6 - Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
JN. 8:32- The truth sets us free from the burden of sin.  Are you burdened with sin?

MATT. 11:28-30 - Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light."  You might ask, how do I come to Jesus?  
