PROMISES OF GOD – 1

2 PETER 1:2-4
INTRODUCTION – Today we are going to begin a new series of lessons based on our text.  In this study we are going to look at some of these great and precious promises God has given to us.
Definition – promise – Webster – One’s pledge to another to do or not to do something, specifically a declaration which gives a person to whom it is made the right to expect the performance of the specified act.

The Bible is full of promises and in a certain sense every scripture is a promise of God.  God has always been faithful to keep his promises whereas man sometimes fails in this area.

DEUT. 7:9 - Therefore know that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and mercy for a thousand generations with those who love Him and keep His commandments; 

HEB. 10:23 - Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 

Today in our study we want to consider the promise of God in regard to the forgiveness of sin.  We cannot escape the consequences of sin separate and apart from the promises of God   

Define some terms:

Sin – To miss the mark.

Inquity – Lawlessness, wickedness. Literally means unrighteousness.  Crooked as opposed to straight

Evil – Base, useless, incapable, badness, wicked depravity
Let’s note some statements in the scriptures regarding the subject of sin.
NUM. 32:23 – Sin is not something we can hide from God - But if you do not do so, then take note, you have sinned against the LORD; and be sure your sin will find you out.
EZK. 18:20 – We are individually responsible and accountable for our sin.   We cannot blame someone else. The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself. 

ROM. 5:12  - We know that all have sinned and that the wages of sin is death - Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned--

The purpose of our lesson is to understand the promises of God in regard to the forgiveness of sins.
FORGIVENESS OF SINS:
I. GOD’S ATTITUDE – In dealing with the forgiveness of our sins.  God is longsuffering and patient with us.  I.E. – God’s dealings with the children of Israel
A. PSA. 86:5 – God always stand ready to forgive, to those who meet his conditions. But we must call on him.

B. PSA. 103:9-10 – If God gave us what we deserve we would all receive the death sentence but God deals with according to his mercy, grace and love.
C. ROM. 4:7 – Look at what God does with our sins.  He covers our sins.

D. ISA. 43:25 – God blots out our sins and remembers them no more.

E. ISA. 1:18 – God cleanses us from our sins making us white as snow.

II. HOW IS FORGIVENESS POSSIBLE?
A. ISA. 53:6 – Forgiveness is only possible because as prophesied God laid all our sin on his sinless Son.
B. TITUS 2:13-14 – Christ the savior gave himself for us to redeem us and purify us from our sins.  Blood has to be shed in order for sins to be forgiven – HEB. 9:22
C. TITUS 3:3-8 – We did not deserve for one drop of blood to be shed on our behalf but according to his mercy he saved us.

D. ACTS 5:30-32 – Forgiveness would not have been accomplished if Christ did not die on the cross.  Jesus is the only one able to provide salvation to us as a result of his suffering on Calvary.

E. COL. 1:13-14 - We are delivered from the darkness of sin because of the blood of Christ.

F. EPH. 1:7 – Grace is involved in our redemption – our forgiveness – through the blood of Jesus.
III. HOW IS FORGIVENESS OBTAINED?
A. PROV. 28:13 – In order to receive forgiveness of our sins we must be willing to forsake them. The Bible terms this forsaking, this turning away from our sins as repentance.

B. LUKE 13:3, 5 – We cannot possibly be saved if we refuse to repent.   Listen to the word of Jesus.

C. ACTS 2:36-38 – Forgiveness is always based on repentance.

D. ACTS 3:19 – If we do not repent our sins cannot be blotted out.

E. MATT. 6:14-15 – Once we receive forgiveness then we must be willing to extend forgiveness to others.

F. EPH. 4:32 – God commands the forgiven to forgive.


CONCLUSION – 

Do you have the forgiveness of your sins?

God – Christ – Cross make forgiveness available to you today.
Take advantage of this promise of God!!!
