JESUS – HOW CAN WE BE MORE LIKE HIM?

1 PETER 2:21 -  TEXT

INTRODUCTION - Does the Bible emphasize the need to become more like Jesus?

Paul said we need the mind of Christ – PHIL. 2:5 - Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,
The real question is do we really try to imitate Christ as we live each day?  It has been said that imitation is the most sincere form of flattery, so if we want to give praise, honor  and glory to God we should imitate his Son each day we live.  

In our last lesson we studied the importance of being more like Jesus in many areas of our life. 
1 PET. 2:21 - For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:
Today we want to continue our study of being more like Jesus.

WHAT WAS JESUS LIKE?
1. Jesus received instruction – 

A. JN. 7:14-16 – The teachings of Christ were those he received from God

B. LUKE 2:40-47 – Jesus was interested in receiving as well as giving instruction.  How about us?  If we want to be like Jesus if we want to follow him we must follow his teachings, his commandments, his doctrine.
C. JN. 8:31 – If we continue in his word (conditional) we are his disciples.  Did Jesus always continue in the instruction he received from the Father?
D. JN. 14:15, 23 – If we love Jesus we will keep his commandments. Did Jesus love God enough to fulfill his will?
E. JN. 10:27 – As sheep we should hear the voice of Jesus and follow him.  Are we following the instruction of Jesus or do we listen to others voices – friends, family, world, or the voice of self.
F. ROM. 8:28-29 – Why should we like Jesus receive his instruction and follow him – the aim of Jesus teaching is for us to be changed into his image.
2. Jesus used the scripture – 

A. MATT. 21:12-13, 16, 42 – Jesus quoted verses from the Bible often. He first quotes from Isaiah that God‘s house is to be called a house of prayer, then in vs. 16 – he quotes from the Psalms.  In vs. 42 – He asks them had they never read in the scriptures – ISA. 28:16
B. MATT. 4:3-10 - Jesus used the scriptures to overcome temptations.

C. MARK 12:18-27 – Jesus refuted religious error
D. LUKE 10:25-37 – Jesus used the scriptures to try to help others see the truth in the scriptures for themselves.
3. Jesus showed mercy and forgiveness to those in sin – 

A. JN. 8:2-11 – Jesus did not condemn her but told her to go and sin no more.
B. LUKE 23:39-43 – Jesus extended mercy to the thief that sought it.  We need to be looking today for people that are seeking the mercy of God.      
C. MATT. 9:10-13 – Jesus extended mercy to those sinners with whom he ate.  He was the Savior and had come to seek and save the lost.

D. LUKE 7:36-50 – Jesus extended mercy and forgiveness to the sinful woman who anointed him. Never look at someone and say they are too big a sinner to turn to the Lord.  If we want to be like Jesus we tell them of his mercy and grace and let them decide.      
4. Jesus was a patient servant – 

A. JN. 13:3-17 - Jesus the patient servant taught his disciples the lesson of humility and service.

B. PHIL. 2:5-8 – Jesus gave up privileges to serve others.  Do we ever put others first?

C. JN. 14:8-11 – Jesus was patient with weak followers
D. 1 THESS. 5:14- How patient are we with our brethren?    
5. Jesus displayed human emotion – 
A. JN. 11:33-36 – He wept with those who wept.

B. LUKE 10:17, 21- He rejoiced with those who rejoiced.

C. ROM. 12:15 – notice what Paul instructed the brethren at Rome to do if they wanted to be like Jesus.

CONCLUSION – 

How much are we like Jesus?  If we are not like him then we need to repent!!!

Only those who are like Jesus will go to heaven.

Do you want to go to heaven?

Then obey Jesus today – HEB. 5:8-9 - He is the author of eternal salvation to all those who obey him.

JN. 1:11-12 – Believe

ACTS 17:30-31 – Repent

ROM. 10:9-10 – Confess

GAL. 3:26-27 – Baptism – Greatest decision you can ever make is to become a Christian. 
REV. 2:10 – Be faithful – The 2nd most important decision you can make is to walk as a faithful child of God.
