PROMISES OF GOD – 6
2 PETER 1:2-4
INTRODUCTION – Today we continue a series of lessons based on our text.  2 PET. 1:2-4 - Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
Definition – promise – Webster – One’s pledge to another to do or not to do something, specifically a declaration which gives a person to whom it is made the right to expect the performance of the specified act.

The Bible is full of promises. God has always been faithful to keep his promises whereas man sometimes fails in this area.

HEB. 10:23 - Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 

Today in our study we want to consider the promises of God in regard to prayer.  What does God promise us about prayer in his word?

PRAYER AND PROMISES:

I. HOW SHOULD WE PRAY? With reverence and respect.

A. MATT. 18:19-20 – Pray to the Father in Jesus name.

B. MARK 11:25-26 – Pray with a forgiving spirit.

C. MATT. 6:5-6 – Pray with sincerity from the heart, not vain repetitions,  not to be seen by men.

D. LUKE 22:42 – We should learn from the example of Jesus to pray according to the will of God.

E. MATT. 21:21-22 – Jesus is emphasizing the importance of praying with faith that believes.

F. 1 JN. 3:18-22 – Obedience is essential to our prayer life.

II. DOES GOD HEAR AND ANSWER PRAYER?
A. 2 CHRON. 7:14 – God promises to hear his people, “if” on certain conditions.

B. PSA. 145:18 – God is near to those who call on him in truth.   What does this phrase in truth mean?  Those who actually trust him and obey and follow his instructions of truth.
C. PHIL. 4:6 – We can make our requests known to God.  How much do you request of God?   I.E.  – Would you have ever been able to drive the car without making a request from your Dad for the keys?  We wanted to drive the car so we asked and as a result we received.

D. HEB. 4:16 – God’s mercy is available for those who come boldly to his throne of mercy and grace.  We cannot approach God with boldness unless we are use to doing so.  I.E. – Each time we asked our Dad for the keys to the car we became more confident he would allow us to use it.

E. JAMES 5:16 – God promises the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous avails much.  Are we righteous?   How much do we pray?

F. JAMES 4:8 – If we draw near to God in prayer then he will draw near to us.  “Satan trembles when he sees the weakest saint on his knees.”   If you do not feel close to God guess who moved. 
III. WHY PRAY?  We pray so we can communicate with God.  By nature we desire to communicate with others – Facebook, twitter, email etc. How much do we desire to communicate with God and have him be our BFF – Best Friend Forever
A. JAMES 1:5-7 – We can talk to God and ask for wisdom.

B. ISA. 26:3-4 – We can talk to God and ask for peace - inner peace is available to those who trust in the Lord. I.E. – Only thru talking – communicating is peace possible – Example of husband and wife discussing a matter so they can come to a solution.
C. ROM. 12:18 – We can talk to God and ask for peace with our fellow man.
D. PSA. 51:1-11 – Another reason to pray is to repent and acknowledge sin in our life.  This is the example David is giving us in this Psalm.

E. 1 JN. 1:9-2:2 – We need to pray because we need the restoration that is available only in Christ. 

F. PROV. 28:13 – We pray because we need the mercy of God. Do we pray one of the shortest prayers in the Bible? LUKE 8:13 -  “God be merciful to me a sinner.”
CONCLUSION – 

Communication is important in every aspect of our life.

Are we taking advantage of the promises of God in regard to prayer?

Is there room for improvement in our prayer life?

