PROMISES OF GOD – 7
2 PETER 1:2-4
INTRODUCTION – Today we continue a series of lessons based on our text.  2 PET. 1:2-4 - Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
Definition – promise – Webster – One’s pledge to another to do or not to do something, specifically a declaration which gives a person to whom it is made the right to expect the performance of the specified act.

The Bible is full of promises. God has always been faithful to keep his promises whereas man sometimes fails in this area.

HEB. 10:23 - Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 

Today in our study we want to consider the promises of God in regard to our eternal reward.  Does God promise us a reward in his word?  Is there something better than our life here on earth?  PHIL. 1:21 – “For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.” Indeed Paul thought there was indeed something better.  He looked to the reward as being far better than anything on earth.   Do we ever think about the reward God has in store for us as his people?

PROMISE OF ETERNAL REWARD:

I. WHAT ARE WE PROMISED?
A. 1 TIM. 4:8 – If we exercise godliness not only is it profitable in this life but it is also profitable in the life to come. There is a reward or profit after this life is over.  Where is this reward?   Listen to Jesus
B. JN. 14:1-3 – Christ promises us a prepared place.  In his Father’s house.  
C. HEB. 11:10 – Abraham looked forward to this city whose builder and maker is God.  Where is this place?
D. 1 PET. 1:3-4 – The incorruptible inheritance is reserved in heaven for us?   Does that mean everyone?  No, it is reserved for those kept by the power of God – His people, His children, Christians.

II. WHO WILL BE REWARDED?
A. MATT. 5:12 – The one who overcome persecution will be rewarded.

B. MATT. 10:42 – The one who gives and is willing to serve, will be rewarded.
C. MATT. 20:7 – The ones who are willing to go into the vineyard and work will be rewarded.

D. PSA. 58:11 – The psalmist declares there will be a reward for the righteous.   God always recognizes the righteous.

E. REV. 22:12-14 – Those who obey his commandments will be rewarded.  I.E. – Have you ever done some work and felt like the effort you put forth was taken for granted.   This never happens with God.  He is always faithful to reward his servants.

III. WHAT WILL BE PART OF THE REWARD?
A. 2 TIM. 4:8 – Paul refers to the crown of righteousness.  I.E. – Victors crown

B. REV. 2:10 – Crown of life given to those faithful to death.   Are we given crowns because we have earned salvation?

C. REV. 4:10 – We are given crowns and then we offer our crowns as gifts to Jesus since he made salvation possible

D. REV. 14:13 – Heaven is a place of rest.  Our faith will be realized. Our hope will be obtained.
E. REV. 21:1-4 – Heaven is a place of joy – no longer subject to pain, sickness, death.

F. REV. 21:22-27 – Heaven is a place of holiness – no night, no darkness, no sin.

G. REV. 22:1-5 – A significant part of our reward is that we will reign with Christ.

CONCLUSION – 

A reward is promised to the children of God.

Christians need to focus on that promise!!!
Not everyone will be rewarded.

How about you!!!
