PROMISES OF GOD – 9
2 PETER 1:2-4
INTRODUCTION – Today we continue a series of lessons based on our text.  2 PET. 1:2-4 - Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.
During this study we are going to look at some of these great and precious promises God has given to us.

Definition – promise – Webster – One’s pledge to another to do or not to do something, specifically a declaration which gives a person to whom it is made the right to expect the performance of the specified act.

The Bible is full of promises. God has always been faithful to keep his promises whereas man sometimes fails in this area. 

The purpose of our lesson today is to look at the promises of God concerning the church When we use the word church what thoughts come to our mind?  Is it thoughts of a beautiful edifice consisting of brick and mortar, stained glasses, steeples, and crosses on display.   God forbid that those are the thoughts that enter our minds for that is not the definition of the word church as it is used in the N.T.  Before beginning our study of the promises of God concerning the church let’s define some terms. The word church in the Greek literally means  - “A calling out of”   The Greeks sometimes used this word to refer to when a group of citizens gathered into some public place for a specific purpose. The word “:church” has two applications in the N.T. so let’s open our Bibles and begin examining the promises of God concerning the church.
PROMISES ABOUT THE CHURCH – 

I. NEW TESTAMENT USAGE – 

A. MATT. 16:18 – When Christ promised to build his church the word church here in this context refers to the church universal – the whole company of the redeemed.

B. EPH. 1:22-23 – The church – the whole company of the redeemed is spoken of as the body of Christ and Christ is the head of the church – COL. 1:18 – How did Christ become the head of the body the church?   Good question!

C. ACTS 20:28 – Christ is the head of the body the church because he and he alone paid the purchase price for the church. Christ shed his own blood to purchase the church he promised to build!!!
D. ACTS 2:47 – The saved (those redeemed from sin) are added to the church which is the called out body by Christ who is the head of the church and the Savior of the body (the body that is redeemed from sin). We cannot vote you in and you cannot join the church universal.
E. 1 COR. 1:2 – In the local sense it also refers to a company or congregation of professed believers who make up the local church (those sanctified, set apart to do God’s will, called to be saints.   The church (the believers at Corinth) just as we are the church (the believers, those sanctified, those called by the gospel) at Mary Esther.

F. ACTS 9:26 – As a Christians you need to join yourself to a local church in order to work for the Lord. A concept that is popular today is that I will just be part of the universal church and never join in the fellowship of a local church to engage in the work that God intends for me to do.  That is not the pattern we see revealed in the N.T. 

G. MATT. 18:17 – Note the teaching of Christ in regard to rebuking a brother – If he neglects to hear thee tell it to the church!!  Local – no way to tell it to the church universal.

II. DESCRIPTION OF THE CHURCH – 
A. EPH. 5:25-27 – Paul by inspiration declares the church the bride of Christ to be glorious – splendid, noble, honorable.   The church is glorious in the eyes of the Lord because it was purchased with the blood of Christ.
B. COL. 1:24 – Paul again describes the church as the body of Christ. What does this say to you and me about the importance of the church?   Have you ever heard people make the statement that they desire a relationship with Christ but that being a part of the church is not important to them?  You cannot partake of the spiritual blessings in Christ without being a member of the body of Christ which is the church of Christ

C. ROM. 12:4-5 – Paul gives us an inspired description of the church many members but one body.

D. ACTS 20:27-31 – The church is described as being doctrinally sound which means it accepts and teaches the whole counsel of God in regard to salvation, the worship, and the work of the church. 
E. 1 TIM. 3:15 – The church is described as the house of God the pillar and ground of the truth.   The church must teach sound doctrine and actively oppose false doctrine. – JUDE 3
F. 1 PET. 2:9 – The church is described as an elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation following our King  - Jesus.

a. MATT. 7:21 – Only doing his will - "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.
b. JN. 4:24 – Worship as God dictates – “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth." 

c. Doing the work of the church – 
i. 1 THESS. 1:8 – Evangelism – I.E. – The church at Thessalonica - For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything.

ii.  ACTS 6 – Caring for the needy widows
iii. Edifying itself – EPH. 4:16 - from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 

iv. Disciplining the erring – 2 THESS. 3:6-15 – 6 But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received from us.
III. CHURCH PROVISIONS – 

A. EPH. 3:10, 21 – The church sets on display for all to see the manifold wisdom of God.  Only thru the church (the one Christ promised to build, the one he purchased with his precious blood) is glory given to God not thru any denominational church, colleges, human institutions such as the missionary society, orphans home, or hospitals only thru the church - the blood bought institution.   Christ had to die for the church he did not have to die for any institution devised by the wisdom of men.
B. EPH. 2:14-16 – Only in the church can peace and reconciliation be provided for all men – Jew and Gentile a like.

C. 1 COR. 12:12-13 – How am I reconciled to God? I must be baptized into Christ and this one body.

D. ACTS 2:36-41, 47 – The saved are added to the church.  The Lord adds those who gladly receive his word and are baptized into Christ for the remission of their sins.

CONCLUSION – 

Have you taken advantage of the promises of God?

Are you a member of the Lord’s church?

Today is the day of salvation!  2 COR. 6:2 - For He says: "In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have helped you." Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 

The Lord will add you to his church when you obey him! - HEB 5:9 - And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,
