A ZEALOUS AND FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN – 7

NEEDS AWARENESS

LUKE 12:42-46 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – We have studied this past week in our gospel meeting the importance of discipleship and the willingness we must have as Christians to be of service to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  We must be willing to follow Jesus. Jesus tells us plainly in the book of Luke what we need to be doing, to be a servant that is viewed by Him as a zealous, faithful and a wise steward. Notice the text – LUKE 12:37-46 – What is Jesus trying to teach us about our service to Him?  We must be ready and in                                  order to be ready we must be wary, we must be vigilant, we must be watchful in other words we must be aware!  Is this really important?  Note vs. 46 and the consequences for being unaware.  We must be acute in our observation.  Sometimes I am not a very observant person, I am not aware of someone who has cut their hair or is wearing a new dress or something of that nature.  As Christians we need to become aware of our surroundings, our temptations, our weaknesses, our opportunities to serve but sometimes we just are not as aware as we should be – PHIL. 4:13 – “I can do all things” thru Christ….. 

EVERY CHRISTIAN NEEDS AWARENESS:

1. RESPONSIBILITY – A zealous and faithful Christian must be aware of their responsibilities.

a. COL. 2:5-7 – 

i. Steadfast in the faith – 1 COR. 15:58
ii. As we have received Christ we must walk in Him – 2 COR. 5:7 

iii. Responsibility to be thankful – LUKE 17:11-19 – All received the same gift from Jesus but only one was thankful

2. VULNERABILITY – We must be aware that even as Christians we are still vulnerable to sin and it allurements.

a. LUKE 22:31-32 –

i. ACTS 5:1-4 – Ananias and Sapphira were vulnerable

ii. ACTS 8:12-21 – Simon was vulnerable

iii. 1 COR. 10:12-13 – We are vulnerable to sin but we also need to be aware that God provides a way for us to escape. 

3. CREDIBILITY – We must be aware that a zealous and faithful Christian must be creditable. I.E. - Creditable witness

a. 1 COR. 6:19-20 – What types of credit do I bring to Christ?

i.  MATT. 5:13-16 – Am I salt that preservers?  Am I a light that so shines?  Or do I just flicker on and off like a flashing light.
ii. 1 JN. 1:3-7 – Do people see us and think we have fellowship with   God or do they see us and say that person is a hypocrite because they walk in darkness.  Does our life reflect that we serve Christ and are walking in the light and we have forgiveness of our sins thru the blood of Christ.
iii. REV. 3:14-18 – The Christians at Laodicea did not see themselves as they really appeared to others and most importantly to God.  They were not creditable.  They were not giving glory to God.

4. ACCEPTABILITY – Are we aware of the importance of the words we speak?


a. PROV. 10:30-32 – Am I aware what is acceptable to God?  The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable.

i. PSA. 19:14 – Are we aware of the importance of the things we say and think.

ii. MATT. 12:34-37 – What type of heart do you have?

iii. JAMES 1:25-26 – If I do not bridle my tongue and am not aware of that which I speak my religion is vain – empty, useless, it is unacceptable.

5. ACCOUNTABILITY – We must be aware that we are accountable for our attitude, words and deeds – sum total of our being.
a. 1 PET. 4:17-18 – As faithful and zealous Christians it is but by the grace of God we are saved.  I must be aware of the consequences of my actions and that I will be held accountable.
i. 2 PET. 3:10-14 – Since we are aware of what will happen when the Lord returns, what type of Christian should I be?  A zealous and faithful one!

ii. MATT. 25:19-25 – Notice that no matter what level of talnets that had been distributed to each servant they all had to give account to the master.  Sometimes we live like we will never have to give an account to God.
iii. ROM. 2:1-11 – God will make all men give an account, He is not a respecter of persons.

CONCLUSION – A zealous and faithful Christian must be awake – ROM. 13:11-14 – we must not be asleep but awake – vigilant, alert, aware.  It is sad to say but many Christians sleep the sleep of spiritual death.  Paul exhorts us it high time to awake and serve Jesus as our Lord and savior.  Is Jesus your Lord?  Do you let him rule your life?  Do you submit to His will, if not then you need to begin today?  
