A ZEALOUS AND FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN – 8

2 THESSALONIANS 3:10-12 – TEXT 

INTRODUCTION – Paul clearly teaches in the epistle to the Thessalonians that it is the responsibility of the zealous and faithful Christian to work.  In fact he is pointing out that it is the duty of all Christians (those who are endeavoring to follow Christ) to engage in work

Jesus our master teacher and the one we follow was a worker not a shirker – JN. 9:1-4; JN. 17:1-4; 1 JN. 3:8 – He worked to destroy the works of the devil (man will often work endless hours to work to beat the competition in the business world) – We have a spiritual work to do also.  We likewise will glorify the Jesus in our lives by doing the work he gave us to do.  We often sing the song “I Want To Be A Worker For the Lord.”

EVERY CHRISTIAN NEEDS TO WORK – 

1. ALWAYS WORK TO DO – Always has been and always will be.

a. Beginning – GEN. 2:15 – Work to do in the garden – Dress it and keep it.

b. Fall of man – GEN. 3:17-23 – By the sweat of his face shall he eat bread, Sent forth from the garden to till the ground.

c. Law of Moses – EX. 20: 8-9 – Six days shalt thou labor.

d. Captivity – NEH. 4:6 – The people had a mind to work.

e. Jesus – LUKE 2:40-49 – Was about his Father’s business at an early age.  Remember he also learned the trade of being a carpenter.

2. NO EXCEPTIONS – Must engage in work.

a. What must we do? – EPH. 4:15-16 – I must do my work so the body can work effectively.  Every joint must supply its part for the body to work, as it should – effectually.  We will never really know what work we can accomplish for the Lord until we get to work for Him.

b. We cannot be lazy – sluggard – PROV. 20:4 – Will you be begging at judgment because you did not do your share of work for the Lord.

c. PROV. 24:30-34 –Poverty comes on one that does not work – physically and spiritually.

d. Do not make excuses to God – LUKE 14:16-20 – As Christians we agreed to go to work for the Lord but often we make so many excuses for why we do not have time to truly receive his blessings by working for Him.

3. WE CANNOT JUSTIFY OURSELVES BY GOOD INTENTIONS – We have to actually get our hands dirty so to speak (we must go to work).

a. MATT. 21:28-32 – Who pleased the Father?  Who did his will?

b.  COL. 1:10 – God wants us to be fruitful in every good work – What are they?

c. JN. 6:27-29 – The first and most important work is to believe that Jesus is the Christ the son of God

4. EVERY CHRISTIAN HAS A WORK TO DO – Each member of the body has a work to do.  This is God’s division of labor.

a. Evangelist – 2 TIM. 4:1-5 – Main work is to preach the word.  His main work is not to visit the sick, or call on our visitors, mow the yard at the building or to clean it up even thou he may do all these things.  Study – prepare – to preach the word.

b. Elders – 1 PET. 5:1-4 – Feed the flock of God  - Spiritual sustenance. 

c. Deacons – ACTS 6:1-4 –They were appointed over this business. Why? So the apostles could continue to devote themselves to prayer and the ministry of the word.

d. Teachers – HEB. 5:12-14- No every Christian does not have to be an evangelist but every Christian must be evangelistic

e. Christians – ACTS 8:1-4 – The disciples of the early church went everywhere teaching and preaching the word

i. Pray – All of us can engage in this work. JAMES 5:16 – Fervent prayer indicates effort and work

ii. Singing – is a form of teaching we all can do – COL. 3:16
iii. Invite someone to service is a work we can all do.  In person, on the phone , by card or letter.

iv. Visiting someone who is sick (physically or spiritually) is a form of teaching thru exhortation (encouragement).

v. Giving – all of us can give into the treasury – ACTS 4:32-35 – We just discussed the support we send to various men through out the world in our last men’s meeting.  This is a work we all participate in as Christians

vi. Corresponding with others thru cards or letters.

vii. Building – taking care of the cleaning and up keep on this place God has blessed us with to worship Him in.

CONCLUSION – We must be workers for the Lord.  How are we doing?  Are we idle?  Are we lazy?  Are we full of excuses?  Are we full of good intentions, but no action?  Let’s start working for Jesus today?  Note what Jesus said to his disciples – MATT. 9:37-38 -  Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;  Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.
