IMPORTANT QUESTIONS – 3
1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-8

INTRODUCTION – Is the gospel true?  Read – We are addressing the gospel as it relates to the D/B/R of Christ. What we might define as the fundamentals of the gospel. This is what Paul is teaching the Christians at Corinth.  The things discussed by Paul are of primary importance.  What Paul teaches here is not all that there is to the gospel, but it is on these elementary principles on which the gospel is based.   The purpose of this lesson is to look at the evidence in regard to the D/B/R and come to the conclusion if it is true or not.
We should not be ashamed of the gospel – ROM. 1:16.  Are you ashamed of the gospel then maybe it is because you really do not believe it yourself?  Hopefully this lesson will convince us that the gospel story D/B/R is true.

FUNDAMENTALS OF THE GOSPEL:
I. DID CHRIST DIE?  Is there proof.
A. 1 COR. 15:3 – Some say that Jesus did not die but went into some type of coma like state. Some advocate this swoon theory.  That Christ was not really dead.  Is there merit to this position?
B. JN. 19:31-35 – The record of John reveals some important facts because it is needless to talk about the resurrection if Jesus did not actually die.

1. Jesus legs were not broken.  This is an important fact because the legs were broken to speed up the death process.  Usually within 30-50 minutes the victim expired.  Why were Jesus legs not broken?  Answer is because he was already dead.  Also fulfilled prophecy.

2. Roman soldiers pierced his side with a spear to make affirm the fact and make double sure of the fact that he was dead. Blood- water came forth.
C. MARK 15:43-45 – Pilate double checked with the centurions to make sure and actually confirm that Jesus is dead.  Only after he was assured that he was dead did give the corpse to Joseph of Arimathea.

D. What was the purpose of his death?

1. 1 COR. 15:3 – He died for our sins.

2. ISA. 53:4-6 – It was prophesied that of what our sins did to Christ.

3. 1 PET. 2:23-24 – Peter states he bore our sins.

4. 1 PET. 3:18 – Peter makes the point that the just died for the unjust.  We did not deserve for Jesus to shed one drop of blood for us but he did it anyway.

5. HEB. 2:9 – The Hebrew writer makes it very clear that Christ died for every man.

II. WAS CHRIST BURIED?  Is there proof?

A. MATT. 27:57-58 – Jesus was buried by Joseph of Arimathea.  Joseph was a secret disciple for fear of the Jews. One who was a member of the council who musters enough courage to approach Pilate fro the body of Jesus.
B. JN. 19:38-42 – Another witness, Nicodemus helped Joseph lay the body of Jesus in the tomb after the body was prepared for burial a custom of the Jews – 100 pounds – cost – worth a fortune in that day and time.

C. JN. 19:41 – Note it was a new tomb in which no one had been laid.  This is an important fact.
D. MATT. 27:60a – The tomb where Jesus was laid was hewn from the rock.  Why is this important?  It was not a cave which might have some other point of entry.

E. MATT. 27:60b-61 – A large stone was rolled against the door of the tomb.  Their were also other witnesses – Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses to the burial.  How many witnesses needed to verify truth- 2-3 but here we have 4.

F. MATT. 27:62-66 – They set a seal on the stone and it was guarded by soldiers.

III. WAS CHRIST RAISED FROM THE DEAD? Is there proof?

A. LUKE 24:1-3 – The tomb was empty.  Historical witnesses testify to this fact.  These women had come to finish the burial process but they could not do so since the body was gone.
B. JN. 20:2-9 – Mary Magdalene rushes from the empty tomb to tell Peter and John.

C. MATT. 28:11-15 – Even the Jews never denied the empty tomb.  They just tried to cover it up by providing the Roman centurions with an excuse for why the tomb was empty.

D. 1 COR. 15:5-8 – When Paul is writing this epistle to the church at Corinth many of the eyewitnesses of the resurrection are still alive.
E. ACTS 2:32 – Note what Peter and the other apostles preached on Pentecost.   They were eye witnesses of the resurrection of Jesus.

CONCLUSION – 

What is the significance of the D/B/R?

Why did he rise again?

A. Undeniable proof that Jesus is the Son of God – ROM. 1:1-4
B. Irrefutable proof that we can one day conquer death – 1 PET. 1:3-4
C. It is an absolute guarantee there will be a judgment day – ACTS 17:30-31
