IMPORTANT QUESTIONS – 5
INTRODUCTION – We have been discussing some important questions and what the Bible says as it answers these questions. We must remind ourselves and be vigilant to remember that it does not matter what you or I think or feel about this question   What we need to know and understand is what God says about our question in his word. The important question we want to ask today – Can we receive salvation thru the sinner’s prayer.

This is an important question because many today teach that salvation can be obtained in this way.  The important question is what does the Bible teach about obtaining salvation thru prayer.  We need to be willing to allow God to tell us what we need to do to be saved. MATT. 7:21 - The purpose of our lesson today is to contrast this popular religious teaching with the Bible. Open your bibles and let’s find God’s answer to this important question.

Example of Bible tract – God’s Simple Plan of Salvation – 500,000,000 copies distributed world wide.

THE SINNER’S PRAYER – 
I. PROOF TEXTS - Is the sinner’s prayer in the Bible?
A. LUKE 18:13-14 – “God be merciful to me a sinner” This is a parable of Jesus teaching a lesson on humility.  The two men addressed in the parable are Jews who were in the temple praying.  To use these verses is to do great violence to the scriptures by ripping them completely out of context.   Jesus is not teaching what one needs to do here to become his disciple.

B. ACTS 8:22 – Some misuse this scripture - “Repent of your wickedness and pray God if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you”   This sounds like it could possibly apply but if we look back in the context we will see Simon was already a disciple (Christian) ACTS 8:12-13.  This is an example of a Christian praying for forgiveness not an alien sinner.
C. REV. 3:20 – This passage is sometimes used as a proof text, but once again when we look at the overall context we will clearly see that the Lord is rebuking the lukewarm indifferent church at Laodicea so this could not possibly a reference to the sinner’s prayer.

D. ROM. 10:9-17 – People exclaim see all you have to do is call on the Lord.  Sinner’s prayer is calling on the Lord.   It actually says we must call on the name of the Lord.  How does this calling take place?  Vs. 14 the explanation begins for us.  To call we must hear and believe. This text does not describe all the things that lead to salvation – I.E. – Repentance – LUKE 13:3; ACTS 2:21 – “Whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved”  Verse 22 – He tells them to hear Verses 36-37 – They believed and wanted to know what they needed to do to call upon the name of the Lord – What did Peter tell them in verse 38?  If ever there was the perfect opportunity to tell them they needed to say the sinners prayer this was it. But what did Peter actually reveal by inspiration? They needed to repent and be baptized.   ACTS 2:42 - Prayer did take place but it was after the had been baptized into Christ for the remission of their sins.
II. WHERE ARE THE EXAMPLES OF IT BEING USED?
A. JN. 9:31 – If there was a sinner’s prayer it would be in conflict with this scripture.  Some might say well that was just a statement by an uninspired man.  OK

B. 1 PET. 3:12 – The ears of the Lord are open to the righteous, but his face is against those who do evil.

C. ACTS 10:1-4 - Some might claim that Cornelius was saved by prayer but if we look at the surrounding text we will see that no such claim is valid.  The scriptures says that his prayers came up as a memorial to God vs. 4
D. ACTS 11:13-14 – The scriptures are clear that Cornelius was not saved yet and that is why Peter was going to the household of Cornelius.
E. ACTS 10:33, 47-48 – What did Peter command them to do?  After he taught them the truth he commanded them to obey it by being baptized.

III. ACTUAL EXAMPLES OF CONVERSION – We have already looked at the examples from ACTS 2 – Pentecost and ACTS 10-11 – Cornelius.
A. ACTS 8:5-13 – They heard the word it produced belief and they were willing to be obedient to what they were taught and so they were baptized.

B. ACTS 8:35-39 – The Ethiopian Eunuch was saved.  How did this take place?
1. VS. 35 – Jesus was preached – producing belief and repentance

2. VS. 36 – The Eunuch believed

3. VS. 37 – He confessed

4. VS. 38 – He was baptized

C. ACTS 9:3-6 – Conversion of Saul – did the vision save him?  VS. 4-5 Saul saw the Lord and believed did that save him?  ACTS 9:11 – Saul was praying did that save him?   ACTS 22:10, 16 – Notice Saul asked what shall I do.  What was the answer?  You will be told all things which are appointed for you to do.  This is important because God is promising Paul he will not leave anything out that he needs to know. What did Ananias tell Paul to do?  Get down on your knees and say the sinners prayer – NO!!!
D. ACTS 16:13-15 – Lydia in her conversion heeded the things spoken by Paul and was baptized.

E. ACTS 16:25-33 – Philippians what must I do to be saved?  Was their answer to say the sinner’s prayer? He heard, believed, repented, and was baptized immediately – why?  He put himself at great risk since he would be escorted to be baptized by escaped prisoners.  Once again we see the importance of baptism but never hear the sinner’s prayer.

CONCLUSION – 

In whom do you place your trust?
God speaks to us today thru his Son – hear him!!!

