IMPORTANT QUESTIONS – 6
INTRODUCTION – We have been discussing some important questions and what the Bible says as it answers these questions. We must remind ourselves and be vigilant to remember that it does not matter what you or I think or feel about this question   What we need to know and understand is what God says about our question in his word. The important question we want to ask today – Does it matter how we worship?  

It is becoming more popular and seems to be a current trend for people to desire to engage in worship they would describe as contemporary. Those participating in contemporary are who seek changes, and are constantly striving to come up with new creative ways to make the worship more contemporary, more exciting, more appealing. We might ask the question more appealing to whom? This trend is an effort to make the worship more appealing to our senses – see, hear, touch, taste, feel – I.E.  Dark, dimly lit, candles, Songs that are mellow not upbeat.  

I.E. – Cornerstone church – Nashville, TN. – July 4th – Fireworks and laser light show along with the singing of patriotic songs.  Vendors came down the aisles and sold popcorn, drinks, cotton candy.  Contemporary worship is less concerned with what the church believes and is more concerned with what it is doing – it is a carnal approach.
This is an important question and we need to be willing to allow God to tell us how we need to worship.   Does God make a distinction between contemporary and traditional worship? The purpose of our lesson today is to understand what the Bible teaches about our worship.    Open your bibles and let’s find God’s answer to this important question – Does it matter how we worship?
DOES IT MATTER HOW WE WORSHIP? 
I. WHAT DO WE NEED TO REMEMBER ABOUT WORSHIP?
A. EX. 34:14 – The worship we read about in the Bible is not broken down into categories such as traditional and contemporary.  Jehovah is and always has been a jealous God who demands our absolute loyalty and devotion.  When we as God’s people begin to come up with other ideas it will lead to our downfall.  I.E. – Look at the example of the Israelites – What happened when they left the pattern given them by God and began to introduce idols?  Was God pleased with their changes?  What was the end result? Captivity!!!
B. PSA. 86:8-10 – God has to be the centerpiece of our worship.  We seek to come and worship before God.  Why?  To glorify him, to exalt him, because he is holy.  So who was the object or worship under the old covenant?  God!!!

C. HEB. 12:28 - The same one who is the object of our worship today – God.  Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe,  We are to worship him with reverence and fear this suggests we do so with faith and obedience.
D. GAL. 1:10-12 – Does the worship offered by many today seek to please God or man?  Worship is something we are commanded to do by God because we need it.

E. JN. 4:24 – In order for worship to be acceptable to God it must have equal emphasis on being offered in spirit and truth.  The question is who determines what is truth?   

F. JN. 17:17 – The standard in regard to truth is the word of God.

II. WHAT ARE SOME COMMON MISTAKES PEOPLE MAKE WHEN THEY WORSHIP?
A. PROV. 14:12 – We as human being like to allow our feelings to be our guide.  If something makes me feel good it must be OK.

B. MATT. 6:5 – People some time make the mistake of assembling to worship to make an impression on other people.  People actually use church worship services as a social network for conducting their own private business. I.E. – Pharisees – Very concerned with worshipping God but hypocritical because they were doing it to be seen of men.  Wrong motive when our desire is to be viewed by man as righteous.  We should desire for God to view us as righteous!
C. MATT. 15:8-9 – Another common mistake when it comes to our worship is thinking God will automatically accept whatever we offer.  The common thinking goes something like this - As long as I attend worship even if I just go thru the motions, God will be pleased with me.

D. LEV. 10:1-2 – I.E. – Nadab and Abihu thought they could just go thru the motions and God would be pleased with any fire.  After all they were the sons of Aaron and fire is just fire.

E. 1 SAM. 15:19-22 – I.E. – Saul was convinced he had obeyed the command of God.   He felt really good about bringing the best of the sheep and oxen, but was God pleased? NO!!!
III. WHAT DOES GOD DESIRE IN OUR WORSHIP?  That is really all that matters
A. JER. 10:23 - O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in man who walks to direct his own steps. God desires for us to look to him, to trust him, to walk in his ways. Does God change? Does he want us to follow the pattern he has given us? Does God desire handclapping and applause instead of an amen?   Does God desire humming instead of singing? Does God desire for us to be entertained? 

B. 1 COR. 14:15-16 – God expects the proper spirit (attitude) to be involved in our worship but he also expects us to use our understanding so we can say amen – which literally means “let it be so.”
C. 1 COR. 14:33, 40 – Paul by inspiration gives us a command concerning worship.  God’s word makes it clear he does not approve of confusion and desires for all things to be done decently and orderly.

D. EPH. 2:10 – As Christians who are saved by the grace of God we must follow the good works that God has ordained for us in worship as well as in every aspect of our lives.

E. LUKE 6:46 – Why do some people desire change?  Maybe it is because they honestly look at our lives and see that we are not truly committed to the Lord.  So God desires for us to put into practice what we preach!!!
F. 2 COR. 13:5 – God desires as worship an honest examination.  Do you prepare your self for worship?  Worship is an opportunity to glorify God, provoke others to love and good works and to be edified (grow in my faith). 
CONCLUSION – 

Does it matter how we worship?

Is the gospel powerful enough to save us?

Does it need improving also?

