A ZEALOUS AND FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN – 11

MATTHEW 8:14-17 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – The great physician Jesus was able to heal all manner of diseases of those who were physically infirmed.  Even more important is his ability to our spiritual diseases. If we are to remain a zealous and faithful Christian we must remain free of the diseases of this world that can cause us to lose our soul.

ALL CHRISTIANS SHOULD NOT BE INFECTED WITH:

1. SELFISHNESS – With our time, talent, or money.

a. 2 TIM. 3:1-5 – Lovers of self say it is my time, my talent, and my money.  They are described as lovers of pleasure.

b. JAMES 1:13-15 – Every man is tempted when he is drawn away by his own lust, something to please him.  This is not usually something he needs but just something he wants.  I.E. – David was the king and he could have taken any woman to wife but he wanted Bathe Sheba who was married to Uriah the Hittite.

c. LUKE 10:30-37 – Only the Samaritan was willing to share with the one who had a need.  The priest and Levite certainly understood their obligation to show mercy but refused to render any service unto the man.  Are we just like that sometimes we have the time – talent or money to help someone but we just do not want to be inconvenienced. I.E. – Teaching the truth.

2. COVETOUSNESS – To fix the heart upon or to set the desire of.  This is far more than the healthy desire for something.  Usually something we do not have.

a. EPH. 5:3-5 – This is not part of the description of the faithful Christian.

b. How do we prevent this from happening?

i. COL. 3:1-2 – By setting your affections on things above.

ii. COL. 3:5-6 – By putting it to death.

c. JOSHUA 7:20-26 – The sin of Achan was found out and the end result of covetousness is made very plain to us. Why is this noteworthy, because Israel had just taken Jericho and when they go up against Ai they were routed.

3. SLOTHFULNESS – Sometimes we are just plain lazy when it comes to the work of the Lord.

a. PROV. 21:25 – We have some who are Christians who will never reach maturity in Christ simply because they are lazy.

b. MATT. 20:6 – Why stand ye here idle all the day?  Is this a question that God will ask us?  

c. MATT. 25:14-23 – Why were the 5 and 2 talent men blessed?  Because they used it.  Why was the 1 talent man condemned?  He failed to use what he had?  He was lazy!

4. MALICIOUSNESS – Causing hurt or harm, being mean spirited or cruel.

a. TITUS 3:3 – This is something that should not be part of the life of a zealous and faithful Christian.

b. DANIEL 6:4-11 – These men had malice in their heart toward Daniel; note the end result of malice in verse 24.   

5. FEARFULNESS – A zealous and faithful Christian should not act in a cowardly way.

a. JOSHUA 23:6 – We need to have courage to act in such a way that we will obey God and please Him.

b. ACTS 5:28-29 – Notice the courage of Peter and the other apostles.  Sometimes it is hard for us to muster up the courage to do what we should.

c. REV. 21:7-8 – Those who are bold and courageous will overcome and be blessed but notice the end result of being fearful.  Remember the one talent man he was fearful and as a result did not please the master.

CONCLUSION – Are you as a Christian pleasing the master – Jesus – if so you are being the zealous and faithful child that God desires to have as his own if not then repent, today while you have time and opportunity.  REV. 2:1-3 – God does not want us to faint or fall away he wants us to be faithful.

Maybe you are not a Christian but you realize you have some of the same spiritual diseases that are causing you live a life that is not fulfilling, turn to Jesus today!

