A ZEALOUS AND FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN - 9
TITUS 2:11-16 – TEXT

INTRODUCTION – It should be the desire and yearning of every Christian to become as Paul described a part of a peculiar people that indeed are zealous of good works.  Why should we be the type of person that Paul describes to Titus?  As a Christian I should be living my life based on strong convictions founded on the word of God.  There must be something that motivates me to act with conviction   

11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,

12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world;

13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;

14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.

15 These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee.

Do I have this burning desire to act and live by my convictions?

If  I decide to act by the convictions that God would desire for me to have what would be the results in my life?

EVERY CHRISTIAN NEEDS TO LIVE AND ACT WITH CONVICTION:

1. LEARNERS – To truly act with conviction we must be learners.

a. JN. 6:44-45 – We will not act with conviction unless we come to God and we cannot come to him unless we are willing to learn of Him.  We must be willing to learn what God would have us do, not what we want to do.

b. MATT. 11:28-30 – We must learn about Jesus and how he would have us to live.

c. ROM. 10:1-3 – There are grave dangers of having zeal without knowledge. 

d. HOS. 4:1-6 – Did Israel have the opportunity to learn?  Yes but did they obtain knowledge, no.  Are we sometimes like the Jews we have all the opportunities to learn but never really understand how God wants us to live our life with conviction.

2. PRAYERS – This is probably an area that we can all improve.  What about your prayer life?  Do you really have one?

a. Examples of prayer from Paul – Notice the love and concern Paul had for his brethren. 

i. EPH. 1:15-19
ii.  COL. 1:3-12
b. JAMES 5:16 – Living according with conviction is important because it allows us our prayers to be effectual.  Have you ever thought there is something missing in my prayer life, maybe it is because you are not living with your faith and trust fully placed in Jesus.

3. PRAISERS – A zealous and faithful Christian will offer God the fruit of his lips.

a. HEB. 13:15 – Do we truly offer to God the fruit of our lips are we indeed a people of praise.

b. COL. 3:16 – We all have the opportunity to offer praise thru song, it is also an opportunity for all to teach.

c. PSA. 22:22-23 – People of God encouraged to join in praise to Him.

d. PSA. 56:1-12 – We can praise God as we live each day by obeying his word and trusting him.

4. IMPROVERS – A zealous and faithful Christian always wants things to be getting better.

a. JAMES 1:18-26 – The only way that I can help to make things better is to do something positive, I must take action.  In order to do so I must first take an honest look at myself. Many Christians never become zealous and faithful because they are always finding fault with others in order to make themselves look better.

b. LUKE 6:41-42 – We do not need to try to make ourselves look better, what we actually need to do is start doing the work God has given us to do and begin at home (start with me).

5. TEACHERS – If we are to truly act with conviction we must be involved in teaching.  You might ask “do all Christians have to be evangelist the answer is no but all Christians must be evangelistic.

a. LUKE 19:10 – We as Christians are disciples of Christ we are seeking to follow him – note his primary mission as he came to earth.

b. HEB. 5:12-14 – What was the problem with these Christians?  They were not acting with conviction for the one whom they were claiming to serve.

6. QUITTERS – We must not rely on self when we try to quit all sin and the bad habits we have in our lives as we strive to be the examples we should be.  This can only be done with God’s help.

a. 1 THESS. 5:5, 15 – Do we wear the name Christian but never walk and act as children of light.  The world as they view us does not see any thing that distinguishes us as a peculiar people.

CONCLUSION – If we are to be zealous and faithful as Christians we must turn our back on the world and its allurements the Bible calls this repentance. Place our faith and trust in Jesus and daily follow him.  Are you displaying that type of conviction?  Are you taking up your cross daily and following Him.

