IMPORTANT QUESTIONS

AUTHORITY – DO WE NEED IT?

MATT. 15:1-9

INTRODUCTION – Men recognize a need for authority in the home, school, military and even in our government.  Then why should it be hard for us to understand that authority is needed in matters of faith?   MATT. 15:1-9 – Note verses. 4-5 – “God commanded, but you say”

DEFINITION – authority – one that originates or creates something; natural power or influence which an author has over that which he has created, the right to exercise power to act with authority simply means that one has jurisdiction or that he acts by the order or instructions of one who has the legal or rightful power – I.E. – sheriff stop in the name of the law

In a past lesson we studied about authority and who has it.  We learned God is all-powerful and has all authority in the religious realm.  We also learned that his will is revealed to us thru his word – the Holy Scriptures – 1 PET. 4:11 – “If any man speak let him speak as the oracles of God”  

Many people today seem to have the attitude “ Well I know the scriptures authorize this “BUT” the truth seems so narrow and so restrictive surely a loving God would accept me if I just changed a few things, in his word.  So now we fast forward to the 21st century and everyone is doing his own thing religiously in his own way – 2000 denominations – JN. 14:6 – “I am the way ,the truth, and the life”  - not 2000 ways, 2000 truths.  These people do not realize that God’s laws are designed to benefit man when he obeys and can be very detrimental to man if he disobeys.  The purpose of our lesson today is to understand the need for God’s authority!!!

AUTHORITY – DO WE NEED IT:

I. WHY IS AUTHORITY NECESSARY? 

A. ACTS 15:1-2 – To determine the answers to questions such as what pattern do we follow.  The Judaizing teachers wanted to follow one pattern but it was different from the authorized pattern preached by the apostle Paul. The Jews wanted to bind circumcision but they were using the wrong standard and thus they were guilty of binding something that God had loosed.  They were looking to the Law of Moses and the customs surrounding the law.  This law had been replaced.   Many people today fall into the same trap by trying to look to the Old Law for their authority.

B. EPH. 2:12-16 – The Jew and Gentile are now both one, the middle wall of partition has been broken down that formerly separated them from one another.  God nailed the old law to the cross so he could reconcile both Jew and Gentile into one body – church.

C. ACTS 15:22-24 – What was the effect of this false teaching?  We can see from verses 1-2 it brought about dissensions and it was also subverting (unsettling) souls.  False teaching will always have repercussions!!!  Anything we teach in regard to salvation without the authority of God will cause people to lose their souls.

D. ACTS 15:25-29 – The Holy Spirit revealed the divine solution.  All solutions for problems that can arise in the Lord’s church today can be dissolved the same way by looking at what the Holy Spirit has revealed to us.  

E. 1 COR. 1:10-13 - How does false doctrine come into being today?  The same way it did in ACTS 15 thru the teachings of men rather than the teachings of God. When men decide to follow men instead of following Christ and his teachings.  Oftentimes sides are chosen because of an undying loyalty to men.  

F. ROM. 15:5-6 – We can be like minded in Christ.  God wants unity among his people but it must be unity based on truth not unity at the sacrificing of truth.  Is authority really that important?  Without the recognition of authority there can be no unity.

II. IS THERE A NEED FOR AUTHORITY?
A. 2 JN. 9-11 – If we act without authority we do so without the approval of God and by so doing we do not have fellowship with God.  As for me give me book, chapter, and verse.

B. ROM. 15:4 – The need for divine authority is illustrated many times in the OT.  You may say but wait a minute I thought we were under the authority of Christ and his teachings in the NT?   The law of Christ is revealed to us in the NT but the OT is given to us for examples.  I.E. – Law and case law.

1. CAIN/ABEL – GEN. 4:1-5 – Abel acted with the authority of God and that is why his sacrifice was accepted.

a. HEB. 11:4 – By faith Able offered unto God a more acceptable sacrifice.

b. ROM. 10:17 – So we can conclude that God had given them instructions in regard to what type of sacrifice they should offer.

c. EPH. 5:19; COL. 3:16 – Cain rejected that which God commanded and substituted his way.  People today in the Lord’s church are trying to introduce the instrument of music into the worship when there is not a single verse in the NT that authorizes us to do anything other than sing.

2. NADAB/ABIHU – LEV. 10:1-2 – They acted without the authority of God.  They substituted strange fire instead of using that which was authorized.  God thinks we offer strange worship if we do not partake of the Lord’s supper.

a. LUKE 22:19 - …do this in remembrance of me – command.

b. ACTS 20:7 – “Now on the first day of the week when the disciples came together to break bread…”  - approved example

c. EX. 20:8 – “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy” – necessary inference or implication

3. UZZIAH – 2 CHRON. 26:16-20; EX. 30:1-10 – King Uzziah acted without authority in burning the incense.  Was burning incense something good and authorized by God?  Is it good to do the work of evangelism – edification- and benevolence?  Yes but we must do it as authorized in the word of God.  

a. EPH. 4:11 - God has only authorized his church to do this work no human institutions.

b. ACTS 20:28 – The Lord purchased the church with his blood so it could do this work.

c. 1 TIM. 3:15 – Only the church is the pillar and ground of the truth.

4. SAUL – 1 SAM. 15:1-22 – King Saul did not follow the instructions of the Lord completely only partially.

a. Denominational world’s version of how to be saved – Believe, repent, confess, sinners prayer etc.  But they do not include baptism as an essential command to be obeyed in order to receive the forgiveness of sins.

b. MK. 16:15-16 – Listen to Jesus – he has the words of authority.

c. ACTS 22:16 – Note the instructions given to Paul.

d. 1 PET. 3:21 – Apostle Peter’s statement about baptism.
III. WHAT IS MY ATTITUDE TOWARD AUTHORITY?
A. GEN. 6:14-22 – Just like Noah I have to decide if I am going to do God’s will or reject it.

B. COL. 3:17 – “And whatever you do in word or deed do all in the name of the Lord Jesus giving thanks to God the Father”
C. JAMES 4:17 – “therefore to him that knows to do good and does not do it to him it is sin” 
D. ACTS 4:12 – Salvation is only in Christ. Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." If you want to be in Christ where salvation is you can do that today.  How?

E. GAL. 3:26-27 –You must submit your will to the will Christ. For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
CONCLUSION – Do we need authority?  YES WE DO!!!   

It is needed and necessary so we can live by faith and please God.  

Are you submitting to the authority of God in your life?  If not then begin today!!!

