IMPORTANT QUESTIONS

WHAT ABOUT THE SILENCE OF GOD?

PSALMS 19:7-14

INTRODUCTION  - We have been asking a series of questions in regard to authority and how it is established in matter so religion.  We know authority originates with God and is made known to us thru his word, but we need to ask the important question what about areas in which the Bible is silent?
David – PSALMS 19:7-14 – displays the correct and proper attitude we should have toward God’s word – David states for God to keep him from presumptuous sin.  From presuming to act where God has not spoken.

What should our attitude be toward the silence of the scriptures?  Does the silence of the scriptures on any given subject give us liberty as men to act?  What should we do regarding those things about which the Lord has not spoken?

Men have usually adopted two different attitudes toward the silence of the scriptures;

1) Where the Bible is silent, where God has not spoken, we are at liberty to act as we

 think best.  God’s silence is PERMISSIVE

a. Martin Luther, the great reformer, felt that we were at liberty to do

      anything not expressly forbidden.  He said, “we may do what the Bible

 does not forbid.” If God does not say I can’t, then I can – specific – think of the volume of the Bible if this were true. 

2) Where the Bible is silent we must not act.  God’s silence is PROHIBITIVE

a. Thomas Campbell said in 1808,” Where the Bible speaks we speak; where the Bible is silent we are silent.”  This became the motto of the restoration movement.

b. Edward Stillingfleet in 1659 said, “For the church to require more than Christ himself did, or make the condition of her communion more than our Savior did for discipleship, is wholly unwarranted.” 
The purpose of this lesson is for us to come to a better understanding in regard to the silence of God.

I. WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT THE SILENCE OF GOD –

A. RESPECT FOR GOD’S WORD – has always been required for man – PSA. 19:14 – David wanted the words of his mouth and the meditations of his heart to be acceptable in the sight of God.

B. 2 PET. 1:3 - God has given us all things that pertain to life and Godliness

C. DUET. 4:1-2 – Note what God required of the children of Israel.

D. NUM. 22:18 – Balaam understood the principle of not doing more or less than the word of God revealed.

E. 2 JN. 9-11 – No less is required of us as Christians today.

II. ARE WE WILLING TO FOLLOW THE PATTERN?
A. HEB. 8:5 – Are we willing to follow the pattern? God has always given his people a pattern to follow? Think about the garden, the flood, tabernacle, priesthood, and the temple God always provided a pattern for his people to follow. Doing all things according to the pattern necessarily implies that we must reject anything and everything that is not in the pattern – I.E. - If a contractor cannot find something on a blueprint, what is he to do? NOTHING

B. 1 COR. 4:6 - Refusing to go beyond and substitute for God’s word necessary implies that we will reject anything and everything that is not authorized by the word of God. Don’t go beyond what is written – It does not matter that man thinks.

C. EPH. 5:19 - Is it OK to use an instrument in the worship to God? Singing is specified – Specific authority excludes choice. God specified the heart as our instrument of praise, we dare not use a different one.  We must follow the pattern.

D. GAL. 1:9-12 - Refusing to preach another gospel necessarily implies that we must not preach what God has not revealed. I.E. – Koran, Book of Mormon, any creed book or disciplines written by men. 
E. 1 PET. 4:11 - Speaking as the oracles of God necessary implies that we must not speak where God has been silent.

III. THE SCRIPTURES SANCTION NOT SILENCE
A. 1 COR. 2:6-13 - Scriptures sanction not silence. Paul told the Corinthians that  the Holy Spirit searched out the mind and revealed them to the apostles in words 
B. DEUT. 29:29 - This does not mean that everything in the mind of God has been revealed to man by the Holy Spirit. But it means everything that God wants man to know has been revealed, Just as we cannot read another persons mind, we cannot know the mind of God unless he tells us.
C. ISA. 55:8-9 - We cannot know what God wants by what he has not said, and we cannot know what pleases or displeases him by our own intuition 

D. MARK. 16:15-16 - We are not saying that everything that we do religiously must be specifically (specific command) mentioned  in the scriptures – remember generic authority  - God sometimes tells us what to do but not how or when or where to do it.
E. NUM. 9:1-8 – Let’s look at how God’s people have reacted toward the silence of God. Notice the reaction of Moses when some who were ceremonially unclean came to him requesting to observe the Passover and asking why can’t we partake? God had excluded those who were ceremonially unclean – NUM. 5:1-4 - Moses said, “stand still (stay ye) and I will hear what the Lord will command concerning you.” Moses did nothing until he had consulted with the Lord. Moses did not presume upon the silence of God or jump to a conclusion before or until God had spoken. He did not assume they could partake simply because God had not specifically forbidden it. When God spoke he gave the Israelites special permission to observe the feast one month later – NUM. 9:10-12
F. ACTS 15:24 - The apostles reaction to the Judaizers –Some went out from the church in Jerusalem teaching that Gentile converts had to be circumcised and keep the law of Moses – ACTS 15:1 This controversy caused considerable trouble in the churches – so Paul and Barnabas and certain others went to Jerusalem to inquire concerning the matter. The letter indicates the attitude of the apostles toward those who would presume to act without authority. Since no instruction had been given the teachers had no right to speak!
G. LEV. 10:1-2 – How does God react when we do not listen to his silence? Nadab and Abihu operated in the realm of no commandments – Remember what happened to them. God had instructed the Israelites to get their fire from the altar of burnt offering – LEV. 16:12 - He had not specifically condemned fire from any other place, but he had not commanded it.
CONCLUSION – 
The silence of God is prohibitive, not permissive.  
Do we hear God?

Are we listening? To what he says.

This should not surprise us because we recognize that it is prohibitive in all other areas of life as well – Example – You order – Steak -  they bring seafood – and the waiter replies you did not say you did not want seafood
