EXHORTATIONS

2 TIMOTHY 4:2
INTRODUCTION – We have just finished a series of lessons during our gospel meeting on the importance of living for Jesus in every aspect of our life. Those who preached these lessons were exhorting us to make the practical application of the gospel to our lives as we go about living every day.

Paul commanded Timothy to preach the word and in so doing to reprove which means to convict, to expose; to rebuke which means to refute, to strike at, pleading and also to exhort which literally means to call to a person, to entreat, to beseech, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, to turn forward, to propel, to urge forward, to encourage.

The purpose of this lesson is to study the purpose of exhortation, what it is and how it was used in the bible.

EXHORTATIONS – 

I. WHAT IS AN EXHORTATION? Let’s look at some scriptures and see how the word is used.
A. PHIL. 4:2 – There is a problem between these two sisters in Christ and Paul is encouraging them to work it out – KJV – beseech; NKJV – implore: NASV – urge: ASV – exhort. Why did they need this exhortation?  So unity could prevail!

B. 1 THESS. 4:9-10 – Paul desired for the brethren at Thessalonica to increase in their love for one another – KJV – beseech; NKJV, NASV – urge; ASV – exhort. Why was Paul so concerned and urging them to increase their love – 1 JN. 4:20 – “…he who loves not his brother whom he hath seen how can he love God whom he hath not seen?”
C. 1 THESS. 5:11 – KJV, NKJV – comfort; NASV – encourage; ASV – exhort Paul desired for the brethren at Thessalonica to care for one another to comfort and encourage one another so they could grow spiritually. Has there ever been a time you needed spiritual encouragement in your life and someone said a kind word that helped you to overcome your obstacles and allowed your faith to continue to grow and blossom. 
D. ACTS 27:9-11 – Sometimes exhortations are given in the form of a warning.  This was the case with the apostle Paul. NKJV - advised them; KJV, NASV, ASV – admonished them; NIV – warned them. What did they do with this exhortation? They ignored it and their were consequences
E. ACTS 18:27 – Aquila and Priscilla exhorted the brethren to receive Apollos. They encouraged Apollos in teaching the truth in its entirety. 

II. O.T. EXHORTATIONS  – 

A. ROM. 15:4 – The O.T. scriptures give us comfort and encouragement today!
B. DEUT. 6:4-9 – Exhortation to love God and to teach our children to love God. Nothing is more important!

C. JOSH. 1:6-9 – God has always encouraged his people to be strong and have good courage. How do we display strength and courage? Obey God

D. JOSH. 24:13-21 – Exhortation given by Joshua given to the people to make their choice. God wants his people to day to stand up and choose whom we will serve.

E. PSALM 1:1-6 – Exhortation of the Psalmist to be the blessed man of God

F. PROV. 3:1-7 – Exhortation to not forget but to keep our trust in the Lord.

III. N.T. EXHORTATIONS – 

A. 1 TIM. 4:13 – Note what Paul commands Timothy to do - to give attention to reading to exhortation and doctrine.  We often give adequate time to reading God’s word and studying the doctrine contained in it but do we spend time on exhortation which would be the actual teaching of that which we have read or studied with others. When is the last time we really gave attention to exhortation? When is the last time you called someone to the side to entreat, them, to beseech them, to urge them, to advise them, to warn them, to encourage them to pursue some course of conduct in their life.
B. 1 THESS. 4:1 – What are we to exhort and urge people to do? To walk by faith so they can please God. Do you ever need encouragement in your walk with God?

C. TITUS 1:9 – Elders must be able to exhort and convict so they can hold fast the faithful word against those who would teach things contrary to the doctrine of Christ. Much harm has been done to the Lord’s church as the result of having unqualified men serve as elders who would not hold fast to the truth.
D. TITUS 2:1-9 – Paul gives exhortations to all – none are excluded.

E. HEB. 3:13 – The example of why we need exhortations is given to us by the inspired Hebrew writer. We need exhortations so we will not become hardened to the deceitfulness of sin.

CONCLUSION – 

God urges, advises us, beseeches us, encourages us to obey his  Son  Jesus.
Behold now is the accepted time, behold now is the day of salvation!
