EXHORTATIONS – 2 – FRIENDS AND COMPANIONS
2 TIMOTHY 4:2
INTRODUCTION – As we began our study on exhortations we defined this word literally – as to call to one’s side, to entreat, to beseech, to urge, to propel, to urge forward, to urge one to pursue some course of conduct, to advise, to warn, and to encourage.  We examined some scriptures to help us further understand how the word was used in the bible.

In our lesson today we want to examine the exhortations in the word of God concerning our friends and companions.  Hopefully we will wisely choose to heed these exhortations.

EXHORTATIONS - FRIENDS AND COMPANIONS – 

I. TRUE FRIENDSHIP – Is very valuable.
A. JN. 15:13-15 – Sometimes we seek out those with whom we would like to be friends. Is Jesus your friend? Do you value your friendship with Jesus?

B. HEB. 13:5 – Jesus is a true friend for he will never leave us or forsake us.  True friends stick by thru thick and thin.

C. 2 TIM. 4:16-18 – Who was the only true friend to stand with Paul at this time?

D. 1 SAM. 18:1-4 – Superficial friends or easily gained or lost, but true friends are for a lifetime. Look at the example of Jonathan and David.

E. PROV. 17:17 – The wise man urges us to understand the true value of a friend.

F. PROV. 18:24 – A true friend will be closer than a brother.

II. CHOOSING COMPANIONS – Who should we choose and who should we not choose?
A. PROV. 12:26 – We are exhorted as righteous people to choose our friends carefully because the wrong friends can lead us astray. I.E. – Life of sin – drinking, drugs, sexual immorality, a life filled with violence and rebellion.
B. PROV. 13:20 – Will you choose to walk with the wise or be the companion of fools?

C. PROV. 22:24-25 – If we choose the wrong friends we learn their ways and set a snare for our soul.

D. MATT. 5:13-16 – To be an influence for good we need to associate with those who are good examples.

E. 1 COR. 15:33 – Most people under estimate the influence of evil companions on their own life.

F. HEB. 3:12-13 – We need friends who will encourage us to do what is right.

III. EXAMPLES OF GOOD FRIENDS – You may say, “I do no know how to be a good friend to someone” Look to the scriptures for examples.
A. 2 COR. 7:6-7 – A friend is able to provide comfort. Titus came at just the right time to comfort Paul when he was downcast.

B. ACTS 19:30-31 – A friend will try to help you make good choices. The friends of Paul pleaded with him not to go into the mob at Ephesus.

C. ROM. 16:3-4 – A friend will do anything they can to help you even if it means putting their life on the line for you. Aquila and Priscilla who were fellow workers with Paul risked their lives for him.
D. ACTS 9:26-28 – A friend is willing to speak up on your behalf. Barnabas displayed true friendship by speaking on behalf of Paul.

E. PHIL. 2:19-22 – The friendship of Paul and Timothy is described in this portion of this epistle.

F. PHILEMON 1:1 – Paul describes Philemon as a beloved friend.

G. JN. 15:14 – There is no better friend than Jesus…How do we become his friend? Jesus said, ”You are my friend if you do whatever I command you.”

CONCLUSION – 

We want to urge you to become friends with Jesus today!

Do you understand the value of true friendship?

Are you a friend of Jesus?
