IMPORTANT QUESTIONS – 14

1 CORINTHIANS 16:13-14
INTRODUCTION – Is it your desire to be a member of a strong congregation? Everyone wants a strong congregation, but it will not happen accidentally or by chance.
We have been studying the 7 churches of Asia, in the book of Revelation, and we can see the imperfections in most of the congregations that are addressed.  While reaching perfection in the ultimate sense is difficult we must seek to be as strong as possible. Why? Because new members will bring in elements of weakness periodically, but any congregation of Christ can be strong!  The purpose of this lesson is to understand what makes a congregation strong.
WHAT MAKES A CONGREGATION STRONG?

I. SPIRITUALLY MINDED – 

A. ROM. 8:5-6 – Being spiritually minded will bring about life and peace.   If you have the choice which will you choose – death or life and peace?
B. ROM. 15:14 – Being spiritually minded is an individual choice.  We must choose to learn and be filled with knowledge.  Are you filled with knowledge or running on empty. To be spiritually minded we must know the book, we must be known as people of the book.

C. ACTS 17:11 – The Bereans are described as fair minded.  Why?  They were spiritually minded enough to check and see if the scriptures agreed with the teachings of Paul and Silas.  Are you checking in your bible today that the things being taught are the truth.

D. GAL. 6:1-2 – Spiritually minded brethren are concerned about wayward members.   If we are spiritually minded we do not want one soul to be lost.  Do we care about the souls of all?
II. MEMBERS ARE INVOLVED IN ITS WORK – 

A. EPH. 4:11-16 – A strong congregation is one where all the members are involved and they realize there is no separate clergy. They realize the work is shared as we individually do our share because we are all priests. Are you individually doing your part to make this congregation strong?

B. 3 JN. 5-8 – A strong congregation is full of members that are dependable.  You can count on them.  They will be at all the services, if they are assigned a duty they are trustworthy to fulfill their responsibility.  They are loyal to Christ and their friends they are always diligent to do their duty. 
C. JUDE 3 – A strong congregation is one that is made up of members that are willing to defend the faith.  Are you willing to contend for the faith?  Are you willing to take a stand?  Will you defend the truth?  We need to be careful that we do not become like the church in Thyatira and begin to tolerate false teachers and false doctrine.

D. 2 COR. 8:1-5 – In order for a congregation to be strong it must have liberal givers.  People who have a pitch in mentality and do not view giving as a donation but rather as sharing in the work of God’s family.  

III. SEEKS TO BUILD UP OTHERS – 

A. 1 THESS. 5:11 – The church at Thessalonica desired to edify one another.

B. 2 COR. 12:19 – Paul instructions are to do all things fro edification.
C. ROM. 14:17-19 – Even in matters of opinion or liberty we need to make decisions that promote peace and edification.

D. 1 THESS. 4:9-10 – The Christians at Thessalonica expressed love for one another.   It was expressed thru their obedience and actions toward each other.  I.E. – Card, call, visit, hospitality.   All of these actions build up and encourage others.

CONCLUSION – 

Are we a strong congregation?  

Are you spiritually minded, involved in the local work, and do you seek to build others up?

A congregation can be no stronger than its individual members.

